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JOURNAL
OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
GENERAL LEGISLATIVE

COUNCIL OF, THE ISLANDS OF.

NEW ZEALAND.

Wellington, Wednesday, Dec. 22, 1852.
PRESENT :—

His Excellency = Sir. George Grey,

K.C.B., Governor-in-Chief.
" His Excellency Edward John Eyre,
Lieutenant-Governor of New Munster.

The Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel
M<Cleverty, Senior Military Officer.

The Honorable Alfred Domett, the
Colonial Secretary for New Munster.

The Honorable Daniel Wakefield, the
Attorney-General for New Munster.

The Honorable Henry William Petre,
Colonial Treasurer.

The Honorable Franc1s Dillon Bell,
the Commissioner for Crown Lands.

The Honorgble Stephen Carkeek, the
Collector of Customs.

The Honorable William Mein Smith.

The Council met pursuant to sum-
mons.
The Rev. the Colonial Chaplnm being
in attendance, read prayers.

His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief
then opened the Council by reading the
following address :—

Gentlemen of the Legislative Council—

At the close of the recent session of.

the Imperial Parliament an Act was

passed to Grant a Representative Con-
stitution to the Colony of New Zealand. :

I have been in daily expectation of re-
ceiving the official copy of that Act, ac-
corhpanied by. the Instructions necessary
to enable me to bring it into immediate
operation ; and I was consequently
anxious, .if practicable, not to have as-
sembled the Legislative Council until it
was in my power to have laid before you

" the Instruetions, which would have pos-

sessed so high a degree of interest both
for yourselves, and for the entire Colony.

A



The Ordinance for the appropriation
-of the revenue expires, however, at the

~close of this month ; and after that time,

unless it is renewed with your sanction,
no ordinance will'be in force under the
authority of which the carrent expendi-
ture could be conducted. A sudden

“eéssation of that expenditure, and £

consequent stoppage of the entire ma-
chinery of Government would, however,
infliet such injury upon the various set-
tlements established inthese islands, that
T have felt-it to be my duty,although at a
shorter notice than I could have desired,
to request your atlendance at Welling-
ton, as the most central poiut, for the
purpose of submitting to yoar considera-
tion the propriety of re-enacting the
existing  Appropriation Ordinance, and
of authorising the contimuanece of its
.operation for such a period of time as
may permit of provision being made for
the appropriation of the tevenues by the
Legislatures to be constituted under the
authority of the recent Constitutional
Act, :

In addition to the Appropriation Or-
dineuce, I propose to submit for your
-consideration a few other Bills, which
relate to subjects of pressing importance.
But I shall be careful to propose to you
only such measures as are absolutely
necessary for the welfare and progress of
the entire Islands; because I am anxious
that the rights and functions of the
Provincial Legislatures, which are so
shaortly to be elected, maynoteven appear
to be in any manner unnecessarily inter-
fered with. :

There is also the less reason for our
entering upon any exténsive system of
Legislation during the present session of
the Counsil ; because, although it is not
in my power upon this oecasion to lay
before you the instruetiens which will
accompany the recent Act of Parliament
conferring Representative Institutions
upon this colony, [ am enabled to state
that those Instructions were, at the date
of my latest advices from England, in
course of preparation; and that both
Her Majesty’'s Government and the loeal
aushorities will. make every effort to_in-
troduee them inte full operation in the
colony with as little delay as is ooasis-
tent. with the care and attention which
the importance of the subject requires.

A Bill has been prepared for your ¢on-
sideration, which provides for the Regis-
tration of Deeds and Instruments affect-
ing real Property within the Canterbury

settlement. From an oversight upon the
part of the framers of the Aet of Par-
liament to empower the Canterbury As-
sociation to dispose of certain lands in
New Zealand (13th and 14th Vietoria,
cap. 70, 1850) no provision was made

“for the registration, in conformity with

the terms of the local Ordinance, of such
conveyandes as the agent of the Canter-
bury Association might issue to their
purchasers. The Bill which has- been
prepared provides at*remedy for that
omission ; and I have no doubt that youn
will cordially co-operate with the govern-
ment in its eftorts to render the titles to
property in the Canlerbury settlement
more seeure, and to facilitate the trans-
fer of such property.

A correspondence will be laid before
you which has passed between the
Principal Secretary of State for the Co-
lonial ,.Department and the Lords Com-
missioners of Her Majesty's Treasury,
upon the subject of the Bank Charters
Ordinance of last Session. You will

" find from that correspondence, that some

slight amendment in that Ordinance will -
probably be necessary before it can be
brought into beneficial 6peration.

By the terms of the Naturalization Or-
dinance, Session XI, No. 9, it is requi-
site that T should submit to you a Bill for
the final Naturalizatiou of those persons
who bave been declared in the interval
which has elapsed since the last Session
of the Legislative Couneil, by the procla-
mations which I have issued for that pur-
pose, to be free from the disabilities to
which aliens are by law subject. A mea-
sure for this purpose has been therefore
prepared, and will be laid before you.

'l he most fecent despatches T have re-
ceived from the Lieutenant-Gevernor of
New Ulster, upon the subject of the dis-
covery of gold in the valley of the Thames
in that Province, will be laid before you.
From these you will gather that the
Lieutenant-Governor is given to under- "
stand that there cau be no doubt that an
available Gold Field bas been discovered
in several places in the mountain ranges
which separate the river Thames from the
FEastern Coast of the Northern Is-’
land. Should these auticipations be
fully realized, there - can be little
doubt that & source of great wealth’
and prosperity will be laid open for the
Northern Province of New Zealand,
which will afford a fair earnest of the
mineral wealth of the entire New Zea-
land Islands, and justly encourage hopes



sthat ‘other and richer discoveries may
hereafter be made, when the interior of
these Islands has been more fully ex-
plored.

In the meantime Lieutenant-Governor
Wynyard has, with very great prompti-
tade and energy, addressed himself to
the difficult task of making and enforeing
those regulatious which are mnecessary
for the preservation of the tranquillity and
good order of the country in the neigh-
bourhood of the point where Gold has
been discovered. '

Undoubtedly the discovery of Gold in
Islands, circumstanced as these of New
Zealand are, may—if unjust and injudi-
cious acts are committed—be the means
of creating great embarrassments ; but I
think that, by availing ourselves, with
justice and wisdom, of a source of wealth
which a bounteous Providence appears

thus unexpectedly to have placed at our

disposal, we may, by our good conduct,
deserve and ultimately draw from it those
great benefits which, rightly used, it is
capable of conferring upon both the Eu-
ropean and Maori race.

The discovery of valuable mines of
Copper and Coal in the vicinity of Nel-
son will, I hope, prove productive of great
and permanent advantages to that settle-
ment. The Government has done its
utmost to enable the inhabitants of Nel-
son to develope advantageously the mine-
ral riches thus placed at their disposal,
by permitting the mines to be worked
under very advantageous conditions. The
correspondence relating to this subject
will be laid before you.

A despatch I have received from the
Secretary of State, upon the subject of
the proposed discoutinuance of their
operations by the Canterbury Association,

will, by my directions, be laid upon the -

table. From that despatch you will per-
ceive that it was proposed. that the Asso-
ciation shb‘ﬁtﬁﬂ?&n{jﬁ; '30th September
Tast, suspend its functions, for the pur-
pose of presenting to the Provincial
Council of the Province the option of
taking ‘a transfer; of the Association’s
funetions, together with its admitted lia-
bilities, which appear on the 14th of June
last to have been about £12,215. In re-
ference to this subject, I have directed
that a ‘correspondeénce bétween the Local
Government and the Agent of the Can-
terbury Association should be submitted
to you. It containg the details of au ar-
rangement under which I sanctioned ad-
vances, not exceeding in the whole the

pur-’

sum of two thousand pounds, from the .
revenue, to the Agent of the Association,
to enable him to execate certain public
works in the Canterbury district. A sum
of seventeen hundred pounds has actually
been advanced on this ‘account to the
Agent of the Association; this amount
therefore, forms another liability of which
the Association were not aware when they
made the statement of their affairs con-
tained in their Secretary’s letter of the
14th June. :

But as the Government understand
that the Agent of the Canterbury Asso-
ciation has disposed of lands at Canter-
bury since that advance was made, and
as it appears that a decided revival had
taken place in England in the prospect
of land sales by the Association, it is to
be hoped that the advances made by the
Loocal Government will speedily be re-
paid under the terms of the arrangement
entered into with the Agent of the Asso-
ciation. ) \

T have directed that a copy of a com-
munication, which has recently been re.
ceived from the Right Honorable the
Post-Master-General, should be laid be-
fore you. From that communication it
will be found that the Postal arrange-
ments have now been finally agreed upon, -
under which letters mway hereafter be
pre-paid in New Zealand to any part of
Great Britain, or in that country to any
part of New Zealand, and by which print-
ed books and pamphlets may be trans-
mitted by Post. I have recently received
a communication from the - Governor-
General of Australia, proposing the es-
tablishment of g similar system of inter-
cdlonial Postal arrangements between
Australia and New Zealand : every effort
shall be made by this Government to
conclude satisfactorily an arrangement
which would be so beneficial for both
groups of Colonies. ,

Her Majesty’s Government have fiot -
yet informed me whether or not it is their
intention to advise her Mdjesty to ¢onfirm
the New Zealand Cotpany’s Laud Claim- .
ants’ Ordinance, Session XI, No. 15;
and, in the mean time, 48 that Ordinanceé
is, in parts, repugnant to the Act of Par-
liament « for regulating the affairs of thie
Cowpany's Settlements,” 14th and 15tk
Victoria, ¢ap. 86, it has only been possi-
ble to proceed, under the Local Ordi-
nance, with those claims the investigation
and adjustment of which invelved 1o
principle adverse to the abovenamed Act
of Parlisment. Seven hundred and



twenty -eight claims of this nature have
been made in the Wellington distriet,

six hundred and fifty-six of which have .

already been finally disposed of ; and six
hundred and three Grants have been
prepared for issne to the claimants. In
the Nelson district, in like manner, all
those claims which, under the existing
state of the law, can be adjusted, have
been disposed of, with the exception of a
few which are attended by peculjar cir-
cumstances ; and five hundred and ‘seven-
ty grants have been prepared for issne
to the claimants in the Nelson district.
Great progress has therefore been made
in putting titles to land in the New Zea-

land Company's settiements upon a

satisfactory footing.

In conformity wtth the terms of the
Education Ordinance, Sess. VIIL No.
10, Inspectors have been appointed for
those schools which are supported by
public funds. The reports of those In-
spectors, in so far as they have been re-
ceived, shall be laid before you: from
those reports you will find that the In-
‘dustrial Schools established in various

parts of New Zealand, for the bguefit of -

the Native race, bave been far more suc-
cessful than could have been reasonably
anticipated, and that there is now every
reason to hope confidently that they will
exercise a most important and useful
influence upon the future of this country.

I am happy at being able to congratu-
tate you upon the continued tranquillity
which still prevails throughout New Zea-
land, and which I hope may, by judicious
measures, be uninterruptedly maintained.
The progress which these Islands conti-
. nue to make in wealth and prosperity is
most satisfactory. The Native population
are waking daily advances in the ucen-
mulation of wealth, and in the pursuits
of industry ; varions instances have re-
eéutly occurred in which they have pur-
chased valuable pieces of land from Eu-
ropeans for very considerable sums ; they
also now produce such large quantities
of wheat, that the supplies which they
tbus afford have become a most impor-
tant article of trade for the colony.

. The European population have also, in
many parts of the golony, largely extend-
ed their agricultaral operations. There
cab, therefore, be littla doubt that the
exports of agricnltural produce from New
Zealand in the year 1853 will greatly ex-
ceed those of any previous year, whilst
our exports of every kind also continue
rapidly to increase ; the demand for many

of them in the neighbouring colonies is
also greater than at any former period ;
and the prices they realize are far higher
than was ever anticipated. A greatstimu-
lus has thus been given to production of
every kind ; and a vast amount of wealth
will, it may therefore be reasonably an-
ticipated, pour into these Islands,

If, then, we review the present circum-
stances of the colony, I think that every
heart interested in the welfare of New
Zealand must feel deeply imbued with
gratitude to Divine Providence for the
past, and full of hope for the future.

Within a few years we have seen war
succeeded by permanent and lasting
peace,—a discontented population in a
state of rebellion become attached and
industrious citizens. In the place of dis-
aster, discontent, and want, we now see
upon all sides prosperity, wealth, and
comfort ; and at the time that the peace
and welfare of the colony appear thus
consolidated, and it is therefore so well
fitted to undergo political changes, new
institu:ions of the most liberal character
are conferred upon it, which, inv so far as
human sagacity can form an opinion upon
the subject, appear likely to confirm and
strengthen the present happiness of the
country, aud to assure its future progress
and welfare,

This Council may, Gentlemen, during -
the short period it still has to exist, do
much to promote the present prosperity,
and to. prepare the way for the more po-
pular Legislatures which are to succeed
it.  You will, T am sure, feel the import-
ance of, and earnestly strive to execute
well this lasttask ; and in the performance
of this duty, which possesses a more than
ordinary degree of 1aterest, you may rely
upon receiving my most cordial co-ope-
rativn and assistance.

G. GREY.
Council Chamber,
December 22, 1852,

PN

On the motion of the Attorney-Gene-
ral, seconded by the Colonial Secretary,
the Address was ordered to be printed.
_ His Excellency laid on the Table “A
Bill to appropriate the Revenite of the
Provinces of New Ulster and New Man-
ster for wmonths, from the 1st day of
January 1853.”

Also « A Bill to provide for the Regis-
tration of Deeds and Instruments affect-
ing Real Property, within the Canter-
bury Settlement.”



Also, a copy of a Despatch from the
Lieutenant-Governor of New Ulster, ac-
companied with samples of Gold found
in that Provinee, anl some drawings
conuected with the subject.

The Colonial Secretary for New Mun-
ster gave notice that to-morrow he would
move the first reading of the * Appro.
priation Bill.”

The Attorney-General for New Mun-
ster gave notice that to-morrow he would
move the first reading of the « Canter-
bury Deeds Registration Bill.” '

His Excellency then adjourned the
Council at 20 minutes to 4 o’clock p. M.,
to Thursddy the 23rd instant, at 3
o'clock. ‘

- ———
Tavrspay, Drec. 23.

_ Present :—

His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief
and the Members as on yesterday.

‘The Council met pursuant to adjoarn-
anent.

"The Rev. the Colonial Chaplain read
prayers.

The minutes of last meeting read and
confirmed.

The Colonial Secretary moved the
order of the day for the first reading of
“ Appropriation Bill.” :

Motion was ' seconded by Colonel
MCleverty and agreed to.

Bill read a first time accordingly.

Ou the motion of the Attorney Gene-
ral, seconded by Capt. Smith, « the Can-
terbury Deeds Registration Bill™ read
first time.

His Excellency laid on the Table the
following despateh from the Right Hon.
the Miuister for the Colonies, together
with an Act to grant a Representative
Constitution to the Colony of New Zea-
land. '

Also papers relating to the Australian
Colonies. :

No. 32.
Downing-street, 16th July, 1852.

Sir, I have now to transmit to you the
Act “to grant a Representative Constitu-
tion to the Colony of New Zealand,”
which has received the Royal Assent.

2. When the seals of this Department
were committed to me in the early part
of the Session of Parliament which has
just terminated, I found the heads of a
Bill for the same purpose alieady in pre-
paration under the directions of my pre-
decessor, Earl Grey, and on full consi-
deration of the subject,-her Majesty’s

-

Government did not hesitate to adopt the
general outlines of the measure thus origi-
nated, which appeared to them calculated
to fulfil the expectations of the people of
New Zealand, and to confer on them
Counstitational rights in a form the most
adapted to their pecaliar circumstances.

3. The intentions with which that mea-
sure was framed were explained by my
predecessor in a draft despatch intended
to accompany it: that draft has been
printed for Parliament with a view to the
discussions on this Bill: and I fully adopt
the views set forth in the first 13 para-
graphs of that draft, explaining the gene-
ra) purposes cf the Bill, and the rela-
tion in which the Central Legislature
will stand to the Provincial Councils: the
only difference which it is necessary to
note being that her Majesty’s Govern-
ment have thought it advisable to add
New Plymounth to the number of separate
Provinces.

4. It has appeared, however, to her
Majesty’s Government that the almost
necessary effect of this subdivision into
six Provinces, when effected, will be to
supersede the present division into two
Provinces, and, along with it, the existing
two Lieutenant Governorships.” The
.commission and instructions issued toyou
under the present Act will be framed
with a view to this change. I do not of-
fer any opinion whether the present sys-
tem has worked in a satisfactory manner;,
but it was in its nature temporary only,
and New Zealand will, as far as T am
able to judge, be better governed in future
under a single head, with the assistance
of local officers in the several settlements
only. This change will, at all events,
have the effect of diminishing, in some
degree, the civil expenditure of the
colony, e result which [ am anxious to
effect.

5. In the remaining portions of the
Act there are some important differences
from the scheme of the late government ;
and without entering into these in great
detail T shall proceed to give some ex-
planation of the measure in the shape
which it has now assumed.

6. It has been thought advisable that
the, Provinecial Councils should consist of
a single Chamber, consisting wholly of
elected members. They have been led
to this conclusion by the comparatively
unimportant nature of the funetions of

- these Councils ; which will be limited to
local objects, such as would be considered
here to be of a municipal character, rather



than partaking of the higher attributes
of Legislation.
7. For the same reason, her Majesty’s

Government determined on submitting

. to Parfiament another suggestion origi-
nated by vourself, although not actu-
ally reduced by you into practice ; that of
rendering the Saperintendents of Pro-
vinces elective. They are aware that this
is an innovation on ordinary usage, in-
asmnch as these officers have one fune-
tion at least of a higher and more inde-
pendeunt character thau the elective chief
magistrate of an Knglish muuicipality—
being, that they ure to possess a negative
voice in the passing of Local Ordinances.
But they have unot, on ‘this account,
thought it necessary to withhold what,
they have every reason to believe, wili be
regarded by the colonists as a valuable
concession ; while they feel a confident
hope that the electors will form the best
judgment as to the persons qualified to
serve the public interest in offices for
which a knowledge of the wants and eir-
cumstances of each particular locality is
peculiarly Tequisite.

8. Afterthe best consideration which
‘her Majesty’s Government have beén able
‘to give the subject, Parliament has de-
“termined, under their advice, to insert in
the Act no provision respecting the pay-
‘ment of the Superintendents; considering
it @ sabject best left to the decision of the
Provineial Councils. 'I may bere add,
that they have in a similar way omitted
all provision for payment of members
“either of the Provincial Councils or House
of Representatives, not from having form-
‘ed any judgment adverse to such a regu-
‘tion, but frow feeling satisfied that the
manner and amount of such payment, if
any is thought necessary, will be best
settled by those respective bodies.

9. Nor have provisions been inserted
"giving executive authority of any kind, to
“the Superintendents. This isa point an
which her Majesty’s Government did not
fe¢l that they had safficient information
to adopt any definite course, while the
general prerogative of the Crown and the
power of the General aud Local Legisla-

, tures, seemed amply sufficient to provide

.whatever might be ult'mately deemed
‘advisable. ‘

10. It is, however, my wish that any
such Executive Powers as may be found
_necessaryin order to carry on the functions
_of Government in the respeoctive settle-
“ments, may be entrasted to these officers.

This may be done by your own authority,

6

as representing the Crown, or by Act of
the Central Legislature, as the case may
require ; but they should, at all events,
be alwavs included in the Commission of
the Peace for their respective localities.

It. Another point iu which vou will
observe that your own suggestiions have
been adopted, is the leaving the power
ot allowance and disallowance of Provin-
cial Ordinances in the Governor instead
of the Crown. ’ o

i2. T now proceed to the Constitution
of the General Assembly, in respect of
which the principal deviation introduced
by her, Majesty's Governmeunt from the
scheme of their predecessors is, that a
Legislative Couancil of Members nomi-
nated by the. Crowu is maintained ac-
cording to the ordinary model of Colonial
Govermments, except that, as in Canada
to which a somewhat similar constitution
was grainted by Act of Parliament, their
nomination is for life. T need not here -
enter into the particulars of the reasous
for this change, which will be readily col-
lected from the Parliameutary debates
which bave taken place on the subject,

13. The number of the Council is
limited by a minimum only, in order that
it may be hereafter expanded as the exi-
geueies of the piviae service may, from
time to time, reguire ; but, [or the present,
it is proposed to liwmit it by your lustrac-
tious so as not to exceed fifteen. The .
instructions will accordingly empower
you to nominate not less than ten, nor
more than fifteen, persons to the office of
Legislative Counsellor. And it is de-'
sirable that, without waiting for those
Instructions, you should at once proceed
to make your selection, and report it im-
wediately to her Majesty's Government.

14, It bhas been thought, upon the
whole, most convenient to leave it to tne
House of Representatives to make, on its
first mesting, all the rules which may ap-
pear expedient for its own management,
even to the appointment of a quoram for
the conduct of business. -

15. It has been the ohject of Parlia-
ment to give to the General Legisiature,
thus constituted, powers as exteusive as
it was possible to confer, consistently

_with the maiutenance of the prerogatives

of the Crown. Accordingly there is no
restriction on those powers introduced

‘into the Act on which I think it neces-

sary to make any observations, except
the reservation of certain sums for speci-
fic services, ordinarily called a Civil List;
which reservation, however, by no means



withdraws those services from the control
of the Lpgislature, bat only renders it
nscessary that this control should be ex-
ercised by way of permanent Act instead
of annual appropriation, and, in. certain
instances, with the consent of the Crown.
The extract which I annex, from the de-
spatch addressed by my predecessor to

Sir Charles Fitzroy, when transmitting’

the last Australian Constitutional Act,
will more fully explain my meaning *

16. In fixing the sum thus reserved,
her Majesty’s Government have been
guided by the information which you have
yourself supplied. They have not thought
it necessary to place the salary of more
than one Puisne Judge on this perma-
nent footing. The sum defiued as for
the « Establishment of the General Go-
vernment,” and that for « Native Pur-
poses,” you are empowered to appropri-
ate in such manner as you may yourself
taink fit ; taking care to keep the Secre-
tary of State fully informed of the details

-of such appropriations, as well as to ren-
der accouuts of them in manuer pre-
scribed by section 65.

I7. The object of the provisions of
sections 62 and 63, establishing a dis-
tinction between gross and net Revenue
is to place the management of the Re-
venue in New Zealand ss nearly as pos-
sible on the same footing as in this
country, namely, by reserving the collec-
tion of the Revenue to the KExecutive,
For the present the costs of the collee-
tion of Customs will be regulated and
audited by the Lords Comumissiovers of
the Treasury. DBut whenever the con-
trol of the Customs is handed over to

. the local authorities, as is gradually
taking place iu the neighbouring Colo-
nics, their Lordships” will be able to
delegate this power, as far as needful, to
thuse authorities.

18. Her Majesty’s Government, in
framing the Constitution of New Ziea-
land and submitting it to the decision of
Parliament, determined not to except the
countrol of the waste lands of the Colony
from the general powers conferred on its
Legislature. ‘Without entering into the
discussious to which this subject has
given rise, it is enough for me to say
that they felt satisfied that this Revenue
was likely to be administered in a more
efficient mavner, both for the benefit of
the Empire at large, and of the commu-

¥ P. P. enclosed: see par.13 to 17 inelusive, P.
34 and 39.

nity of New Zealand, by the Local T.e-
gislature than by any other authority.
And they were of opinion that this
administration would be better entrusted
to the General Assembly than to the
Provincial Legislatures, not only by rea-
son of its great importance, but also
because an uniform administration of the
waste lands is desirable in regard both
to efficiency and to economy.

19. To this general concession there

are, however, certain exceptions, render-
ed necessary by the peculiar circum-
stances of New Zealand both as respects
the native title to land, and the rights
already granted by Parliament to the
New Zealand Company.
v 20. It has appeared so essential to
maintain the principle, that all acquisi-
tions of land from the Native tribes
shouald take place through the Local Go-
vernment only, that this regulation which
previously rested on the Royal Instrue-
tions only has now been incorporated in
the Constitutional Act; and in order to
secure its maintenance, the Governor is
empowered to pay the purchase motiey
to the Naiives out of the first proceeds
of all the Land Revenue.

21. He is, secondly, empowered to pay
outof the same revenue the sums which
may become payable to the New Zealand
Company. .

22. In dealing with this very difficult
portion of the question before them, her
Majesty’s Goverpment bave had only
two considerations in view ; the necessity
of preserving the faith of the public
already pledged to the  New Zealand
Company, and their own desire to do
this in such a manner as should be least
burdensome to the resources of the peo-
ple of New Zealand.

23. It was indeed urged on Her Majes-
ty’s Government thatthey should leave the
New Zealand Company to their rights as
defined by the Act 10th »nd 11th Victoria,
c. 112. That act made the purchase
money of theirestates afirst chargeon the
Land Revenue, after surveys and emi-
gration. And Her Majesty’s late Govern-
ment were advised that, from the manner
in which the act was framed, this charge
was quite indefinite, there being no par-
ticular proportion thus fixed by law for
survey and emigration.

24. But this uncertainty only made the
charge more burthensome. If (to put a
supposition which I do not believe would
have been realized) the Legislature of
New Zealand had thought proper to re-



duce the payment to the New Zealand
Company to a mere fractional amount,
they could ouly have committed this act
of injustice (for such under the circum-
stances it would have been) by devoting
the whole residue to survevs and emigra-
tion without beilng able to appropriate
any portion whatever to any public work
or other purpose of general advantage.

25. This had been so strongly felt by
my predecessor, Farl Grey, that he had
thought it advisable, by way of compro-
mise with the New Zealand Company,
to fix the proportion to be paid to them,
by mutual agreement, at one-fourth of
the gross proceeds. -And, after the best
cansideration I conld give the subject,
with the advice of the parties best quali-
fied to assist me, I arrived at the conclusion
that the arrangement thus practically in
existence already was that which it was
best to retain in the act.

96. T regret that T have found myself
unable to acsede to your proposal, made
to my predecessor, to transfer this charge
from the Local Land Revenue to the Im-
perial Treasary ; not seeing any grouuds
of justice for the charge. It was Lord

irey’s project, on the otherhand, to alter
the charge into a fixed debt, of less
amonnt, chargeableon the whole revenue
of the province, and bearing interest: a
project on which Loffer no opinion of my
‘own, merely stating that I have no doubt
her Majesty's Government will at all
times be ready, if called on, to assist in
any reasonable scheme for the extinction
of the debt which the Local Legisla-
ture may devise.

27. The remaining exceptions to the
general transfer of the control over the
waste lands consist in the provisions
thought vecessary to maintain the Can-
terbury Settlement, and to empower her
Majesty’s Government to maintain that
of Otago, if it shall find the Crown bound
by existing engagements to do so, or
shall ddem it expedient to renew the
powers of the Association on fresh terms.
For the present, therefore, the affairs of
these settlements, and the distribution of
their funds, remain as heretofore, and I
will duly acquaint you with any decision
at which her Majesty’s Government may
arrive respecting either of them.

28. I shall, also, address you farther as
to the affairs of the other settlements of
the New Zealand Company, so far as
these may be effected by the present
Act.

29. In addition to these funetions, the
Act confers on the Legislatore by sec-
tions 67, 68, and 69, the most extensive
powers of introducing into the Coustitu-
tion suech changes as experience may in-
dicate, or deliberate public opinion may
require.

30. Your own powers and duties, with
refarence to the uliimate confirmation or
disallowance of Acts of the General As-
sembly by the Crown, rre defined by the
56th and following sections so fully as to
render it unnecessary for me to enter in-
to any details on the subject.

31. Before dismiss'ng the subject of
the General Assembly, I wish to point
out that while five years is fixed as the
period of its duration, the Act’contains
no provisions fixing the periods of its ses-
sions, or rendering it imperative on the
Governor to assemble it at stated times,
it has been felt that, under the present
cirecumstances of New Zealand, and with
a complete machinery of Provineial
Councils, it was possible, although no
absalute prediction on this point can be
hazarded, that for some time its meet-
ings will be oecasional only. o

32. The provisions of section 70 have
been introduced into the statute in-order
that its enactment may not clash with any
meusures which you are toking,or may be
advised to take, respecting the establish-
ment of municipalities. At the same
time I wish te convey my own opinion
that, considering the character and fune-
tions of the Provineial Councils, which
must be eminently of a municipal charac-
ter, it seems doubtful whether there will
be any necessity for the ereation of other
local authorities subordinate to these,
until New Zealand has attained a greater
amount of population than is likely to be
the case for some time;

33 1t has farther been thought essen-
tial to preserve to the Crown by section
71, with power of delegating it to your-
self, the authority which you already pos-
sess, of portioning out distriets in which
the customs and usages of the natives
may be preserved, and exempting them
as it were from the common law of the
settled portions of New Zealand. This
is a power not to he exercised without
strong, ground, and which, it is rather to
be hoped, you may notfind itnecessary at
preséut to exercise; but under the power
reserved by saction 79 I have to inform
vou that the authority given to the Crown
in that behalf, as well as for the formation
of Municipal Corporations, by section 79

£
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is, for the present, delegated by her Ma-
Jjesty to yourself.

~ 34, The provision of section 80,
defining the boundaries of New Zealand,
requires a short explanation. It appears
to me that, by your commission, the limits
of your Government to the South are
so defined as to include the Auckland

Islands, on which a separate settlement
has lately been established by British.
Colonists and which it would be incon-

venient to place within the limits of New
Zealand for the purposes of the present
Act. The Southern houndary is, there-
fore fixed at Sguth Latitude 50°.

35. I have now to add a few words re-
specting the duties cast upon yourself by

the Act, in order to bring the Constitu-

tion into operation.

36. By section 1 of the Act existing

laws are preserved, and existing legisla-
tive authorities retained in action, until
the new legislatures are established.

37. The duty of appointing the boun-
daries of Provinces, and of taking the
necessary steps for the elections, both
provineial and general, has been entrust-
ed to yourself. This course has been
adopted as, upon the whole, more conve-
nient and simpler than that of causing
the necessary regulations to be made by
Ordinances of the Legislature. But

. although in terms vested in yourself, you

will understand that it is desirable that
they should be exercised with the advice
of your Executive Council. I refer you
to my predecessors draft despatch as to
the principles on which this division
should be made, paragraphs 9, 10,and 11,

38. I have now only to add that I have
great pleasure in entrusting to yourself
the conduect of this veryimportant mea-
sure; and, in the commission of these
extensive powers to the colonists of New
Ziealand, her Majesty’s Government have
had abundant opportunities of recogni-
zing, in the correspondence which has
taken place on this subject between your-
self and their predecessors, your strong
attachment to liberal institutions, and
the able manner in which you and your
Counecil have both prepared the way for

their introduction, and urged upon the -

Imperial Government the necessity of
speedily creating them, as soon as the
temporary difficulties which induced you

at first to advise their suspension, had .

passed away. They are, in fact, fully
aware that the measare itself, now re-
duced into a law, owes its shape in a
great degree, to your valuable sugges-
tions. They, therefore, do not doubt that
your proceedings in order to carry it

into execution, will prove satisfactory to
the colonists, while an additional reason
for their placing this reliance on you is,
the confidence with which you are per-
sonally regarded by numbers of her Ma-
jesty’s subjects of the native race, who
have been brought within these few
years, to participate in the blessings of
religion and social culture. Whatever
‘natural anxiety may still attend the suc-
cess of this experiment, chiefly relates to
the manuerin which it may affect their
feelings and their interests; but Her
Majesty’s Government have the strong-
est hope that your administration of it
may not only prove acceptable to them,
but that at no distant time they may
be found to avail themselves largely
of the Constitutional privileges, thus
thrown open to those among them who
have made progress in civilization in
common with their fellow subjects of the
British race.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient,
Humble Servant,
(Signed) Jomx S. PikINcTON.

Governor Sir G. Grey, K.C.B,,
&d. &e. &e.

Extract from a Despatch from Earl Grey
to Governor Sir George Grey. .

Downing Street, February, 1852,

S1r,—I have to acknowledge your de-
spatch No. 121, of August 30th last,
transmitting the Provincial Councils Or-
dinance in the form in which it passed
the Legislative Council, and explaining
with great clearness and in much detail,
your views with respect to the system of
government best adapted tothe existing
condition of New Zealand. I have to
thank you for the valuable information
contained in this despatch. - It has been
of great service in preparing the enclosed
heads of s Bill, which it is the intention
of Her Majesty’s Government to introduce
into Parliament in the present Session,
for the purpose of establishing the legis-
lative institutions of New Zealand on a
permanentfooting. In transmittingtoyon
these heads; itdsnecessarythat I should
exrlain, somewhat fully, the principles on
which the measure is founded, and the
reasons for the departure from your own
recommendations which you will observe
in some of its provisions.



2. The New Zealand Constitutional
Act of 1846, together with the Charter
and Iustractions issued in consequence,
so far as related to the establishment of
representative institutions, were suspend-
ed for five years in 1848, in conseguence
of the representations made by yourself,
of the dapger of introducing those insti-
tations, in a part at least of the Islands,
at that particular conjuncture. By the
Act passed in order to effect that suspen-
sion, large powers were vested in your-
se|f and the existing Legislative Council,
to establish such institutions of a provi-
sional character during the suspenston as
you might deem fit. » o
“" 3. These powers you em»loyed, in the
first place, by constituting Provincial
Councils on the model of the Geueral
Legislative. Couneil, Subsequently, as
the increase of the setilement anq the
quiet and orderly condition of the native
population convinged you that the dan-
gers which you had at first apprehendsd,
were in the course of removal, youn urged
on Her Majesty's Government the expe-
diency of commeneing the introduction

of the representative principle into the -

government of New Zealand, before the
period alloted for the suspension of the
_Charter should expire.

4. Her Majesty's Government in the
continued exercise of that confilence in
your judgment and knowledge of ihe pe-
culiar state of society in New Zealand,
which had originally indqced them to ac-
cede to your proposal for ‘deferring the
grant of represertative institutions to the
colony, believed that no better course
could be taken than that of relying on
your opinion on this subject also; ‘and
you were therefore instructed to avail
yourself of the power Parliament bad en-
trusted to you, by taking measures for
the establishment of Representativé Pro-
vincial Legislatures. In accordance with
- thesé inégﬂict;{o'ns, you have introduced
the Provincial Councils Ordinance, which
was first submitted to’ me in draft with
your despatch of October 24, 1850, and
which’ you have now transmitted in the
form of a law. - ‘

5. T take the opportunity, while thus
detailing the history of these transac-
tions, to mention that my despatch of the
2ud April last, acknowledging the raceiS)t
of ‘the draft of ‘this Ordinance, does nat
appear to have reached you before it was
sassed into law, as certain amendments,
which I then pointed outas desirable,
have not been inserted in it. I still trast,
however, that I may hear from you in re-
ply to that despatch,if not before the
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Bill which thas been prepared must be
submitted to Parliament, at all events in
time for the consideration, during its pro-

-gress, of any remarks which may be sug-

gested to you by my observations on the
draft Ordinance. :

6. Under these circumstances, if no
further steps were taken by Parliament
with reference to the New Zealand Con-
stitution, the suspending Act of 1848
would expirg on March 7, 1853. The
Provincial Councils Ordinance created
under it vvould therefore "also expire, ta-
gether with the existing Legislative
Council; and the Constitution framed in
and under the Act of 1846 would, ipso
facto, take their place.

7. Her Majesty’s Government, how-
ever, on a deliberate consideration of the
various despatches which you have ad-
dressed to me, have come to the conclu-
sion that it would be inexpedient to leave
the Act of 1846 to come thus into force ;
because they are of opinion that the’
changes which have taken place in the
state of affairs in New Zealand, and the
additional information which has been
obtained since that measure was passed,
suggest the propriety of various modifica-

“tions, both in 'its substance and form,

although its essential Principles ought,
in their judgment, to be'preserved. "~

8. The most important of these prin-
ciples, and that, which, in fact, formed
the foundation of the whole measare,.
was the creation of co-existent. General
and Provincial Legislatures.  On the
question whether this arrangement ought
to be adhered to, Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment have not failed to give fall consi-
deration to your own views and state-
ments, and to those also which have
reached them through you from various
bodies of ssitlers in New Zealand, both
for and against the scheme of Provincial
Councils. The result of their delibera-
tion is, that they concur with you in be-
lieving that.the natural features of the
island, the distance of the settlements,
the severalty of their local interests, how-
ever common those jnterests may be on
some subjects, and the consequent diffi-
calty of forming a General Legislature
which shonld suffice to perform all the
ordinary functions of legislation, all pre-
sent arguments confirming the views en-
tertained in 1846, in favour of the crea-
tion of Local Legislatures. .

9. With respect to the number of
provinees into which New Zealand should
for the present be divided, Her Majesty’s
Government have seén no reason for
dissenting from your proposal ; and it ix



intended to establish five Provinces ac-
cordingly, making, however, provision
for the ereation of additional Provinces
by the authority of the Legislature, if
this should hereafter become necessary,

owing to the formation of new settle-

ments.

10. It is intended that it should be
loft to yourself to ‘define the limits of
these provinces, subject to this general
rule, which is not contained in the heads
of the bill, but to be followed by yourself
as a goide in the exercise of this power:
that they are to extend only over the
portions of the islands oceupied by Earo-
peans ; reserving, however, a power of
gradually extending their boundaries,
.as this may become necessary, by the
settlement of the country.

11. It appears to Her Majesty's Go-
.vernment that the remaining region,
still of comparatively far greater extent,
which is occupied by natives only, or al-
most entirely, ought, for various reasons,
which will more distinctly appear in the
course of this despatch, to be left under
the control of the General Legislature
alone though hereafter, the himits of
the territory comprised in Provinces will
probably require to be from time to time
enlarged.

12. With respect to the powers to be
entrasted to these Provincial Couneils, I
am disposed, for my own part, to believs,
(notwithstanding the alteration which
you state to have taken place in your own
views on this point) that in the progress
of events, as colonization extends, and
the several setilements are drawn nearer
to each other in boundaries and interests,
they will very probably assume more and
maore of a municipal character, while the
fanctions of the General Legislature will
increase But I do not think it would
be advisable to introduse any special
pl‘OV!SiO!} either to accelerate or retard
sach a gradual change. Anticipations as
to the course which political affairs may
bereafter take are everywhere liable to
be disturbed by many unforseen events,
and most of all in new and advancing
sooieties. Hence it seems to be the
wisest course to rest satisfied with adapt-
ing the institutions which are to be es-
tablished, as well as may be practicable,
to the existing state of ‘things, leaving
their future development, and the altera-
tions which a change of circumstances
may hereafter require, to be effected by
the loeal authorities thus created.

13. Without seeking, therefore, to de-,
termina whother the course of events will
lead to an extension or restriction of the
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powers now about to be conferred on the
Provincial Couuneils, it is proposed for the
present to confer .upon them & general
power of legislation, subject -to certain
specified exceptions which will be the
same, or nearly so, as those established
in your Provincial Councils’ Ordinance.
The powers of the General Legislature
on the other hand, it is intended not to
limit to any partieular subjeets. Its
enactments alone would thus have the
force of law on the subjects reserved to
it, and they would also have paramount
and superseding force on all those other
subjects over which both it and the Lo-
cal Legislatures are meant to have au-
thority. ‘By this arrangement no conflict °
of powers can arise, since that of the
General Legislature will alyays prevail
whenever it may be exerted, and it will
be left to experience, and to the judg-
ment of the colonists themselves, to de-
termine to what extent the power should
be used and this action of the subor-
dinate I.egislatures consequently re-
stricted. .

Extract from a despatch addressed by
Earl Grey to Governor Sir C. A. Fitz-
Roy, dated August 30th, 1850 :—

“13. The effect of sections 13,17, and
18, is to give the legislature a consider-
ably increased control over that pars of
the colonial expenditure now charged on
what is called the Civil List. The Le-
gislatures will have the power to alter,
by Acts passed for that purpose, all or
any of the sums specified in the sche-
dules. 1In the case of these alterations
affecting the salary of the Governor, or
the appropriation for public wership,
it is required by the present Aet of Par-
liament that the Colonial Aets should be
reserved for the signification of Her
Majesty’s pleasure.

“14. In the former Act there was a
power given to the Governor, by the 38th
section, of varying the sum appropriated
to the purposes of Schedule B., and the
savings accruing from such alteration
were exempted from the eontrol ef the
Legislative Council. This latter proyiso
has been omitted in the present Act, as
there appeared to be hosufficient reason
why the ordinary power of the legislative
body should not extend to these particu-
lar savings.

« 15. This extension of the authority of
the legislature has been rendered expe-
dient in the view of Her Majesty's Go-
vernment, by the evidence of the hither-
to successful progress of constitutional
government. The manrer in which the



people of New South Wales have hither-
to exercised the powers they possessed
through their Representatives, seemed
fuliy to justify the grant of the enlarged
power which will now be entrusted to

them in relation to their financial affairs; |

but it has been deemed right by Parlia-
ment, in order the more completely to
maintain the independence of the Judges
of the Supreme. Court, to provide that
no dimunition of judicial salaries by co-
lonial enactments shall affect Judges ap-
pointed previously to the passing of such
enactment.

« 16, All other salaries, except those
of the Governor and Judges, are placed
by Parliament under the ordinary con-
trol of the legislature. With regard to
the mode of exercising this control, youn
will, however, observe that reductions of
fixed establishments, or of any expendi-
ture provided for by permanent laws, can
only be effected by Acts of the Legisla-

ture, which, of course, require the assent ‘

of the Crown, signified by yourself, and
confirmed by Her Majesty 5 but T wish
you distinctly to understand that there is
no desire on the part of Her Majesty’s
Government to preveut plospective re-
- ductions of charges which, in the opinion
of the colonists, will safely admit of being
‘diminished. The iuterests of existing
office-holders must be protected, because
they accepted those offices with expecta-
tions which cannot jastly be disappoint-
ed. But subject to these interests, there
is no objection to the legislature fixing
whatever scale of emoluments they may
think fit for public servants to be here-
after appointed. I should, for my own
part, consider it highly injadicious to re-
duce the salary of an office so as to ren-
der it no longer an object of ambition
to men of ability and of respectakle sta-
tion. But this is a matter in which the
interests of the colonists only are in-
volved, as they will be the sufferers from
any failure to provide adequate remune-
-ration for those by whom the public ser-
vice is carried on; the determination,
therefore, of what is sufficient mast be
Ieft to the legislatures, with whom will
rest the responsibility for the judicious
exercise of the power.

17. 1 consider it, however, absolutely
essential that, whatever may be the rate
‘of payment, the salaries of all the prinei-
pal officers of the Government should,
for the reasons stated in the Report of
the Committee of the Privy Council, te
permanently granted; that 1s, not voted
from year to year, but prov1ded for in the
same manuner as charges on the Consoli-

dated Fund inlthis country by Aects, and
theretore only susceptible of alteration
by Acts of the legislature passed in the
ordinary manner, with the consent of the
Crown. You will therefore understand
that you are not at liberty to give the as-
sent of the Crown to any Act which may
be passed reduneing the salaries 6f those
who are now in the public service, or
rendering dependent on annual votes any
of the charges now provided for by per-
maénent appropriations. Any Acts of this
sort you will reserve for the signification
of Her Majesty’s pleasure, unless you
consider them so manifestly objectionanle
as to call for their rejection, Subject to

" this restrlctlon, you are authorised to’

exercise your own judgment in giving or
withholding your assent from Acts for
the reduction of the fixed charges on the
colonial revenue.

On the Motion of the Colonial Secre-
tary, the Despatch read and ordered to
be printed.

His Excellency laid on the Table the
following Despatch from the Right Hon.
the Minister. for the Colonies, on the
subject of the © Land Claimants® Ordi-
nance,” which, on the motion of Mr. D,
Bell, was read and ordered to be printed.

DESPATCH FROM SIR JOHN PAK-
INGTON TO GOVERNOR SIR
GEORGE GREY.

Copy—No. 34.
Downing Street, 21st July, 1852.

S1r.~T have to acknowledge your de-
spatch, No. 133, dated September 25th,
1851, transmitting a copy of the New
Zealand Company's Land Claimants’
Ordinance, and your despatch, No. 6, of
the 6th January, 1862, in which you in-
form me that you had ceased to carry
out the provisions of that Ordinance on
finding that they conflicted with those of
the Imperial Act 14th and 15th Vietoria,
¢. 86, for “regulating the affairs of cer-
tain settlements established by the New*
Zealand Company.” .

2. I fully appreciate both the useful-
ness of the objects which the Legislature
proposed to effect by this Ordinance, and
also the difficuities under which it was

ered and passed. It is to be re-
l’é that you did not receive any in-
structlons of the views of her Majesty's
late Government as to these questions
for so long a period as that stated in your
despatch of .the 6th Jannary. But sub-
sequent correspondence will have shown
you, that this delay was in no respect oc-
casioned by neglect: it originated in the



graat complication and difficulty of the
questions raised by the sadden surrender
of the Charter of the New Zecaland Com-
pany, and the nceessity of repeated re-
ferences to the Law Advisers of the
Crown in order to ascertain the rights of
the various parties affected by it, as well
as of a long correspondence with the
Company itself. It was felt that imper-
fect instructions would only mislead vou.
3. And I think it is farther to be re-
gretted that you did not wait until such
instructions arrived, or, that if you felt
compelled to undertake Legislative mea-
sures, you did not do so with more re-
course to legal advice than appears to
have been the case. For the embarras-
ment occasioned by the Ordinance, and
which has caused Her Majesty’s Govern-
ment to be thus late in acknowledging
and deciding on it, has been mainly ow-
ing to the circumstance that it conflicts
with the provisions of the Act 10 and 11
Victoria, ¢. 112, under which contracts of
the New Zealand Company and certain
liabilities of that Company are recognized
as devolving on the Crown, which con-
tracts and liabilities could not, therefore,
be affected by any provincial legislation.
However much they might feel disposed
to give effect to your Ordinance, it was
impossible to give Her Majesty’s confir-
mation where, being in conflict with an
Act of Parliament, it must be a nullity.
4. But thejpower which Her Majesty’s
Government now possesses, under the
late Constitutional Act, together with

. those given by 14th and 15th Victoria, e,

86, seems, as will be vresently explained,
sufficient if not to enable Her Majesty

formally to confirm the Ordinance, at -
" least to allow it to be.put practically in

operation. And although the compensa-
tion which it awards is certainly some-
what large, and appears moreover to be
given without reference to the merits of
partizular cases, on which you have at
different times addressed my predecessor
and myself, yet I.am too sensible of the
great importance of setting these ques-
tions, as far as possible at rest, to wish to
throw any obstacle in the way of the set-
tlement thus proposed by yourse_‘}f, and
enacted after very full consideration by
the Legislature of New Zealand.

5. The leading provisions of the Ordi-
nance forwarded in your despatch No.
133, appear to be these:—It authorizes
the Governor to appoint a Commissioner
for deciding all claims upon Government
arising under contracts with the New
Zealand Company. It empowers the

13

authorities to satisfy these claims in con-
formily with the Comuissioner’s award,
by the issue of Crown Grants and of land
serip. It declares that by such issue the
Government shall be exonerated from all
further liability in respect to the contract
which the land granted or scrip issued
may have been intended to satisfy, and it
extends the ordinary regulations for the
disposal of Crown Land (including, of
course, those which prescribe the mini-
mum upset price of £1) to all the settle-
meunts of the New Zealand Company.

6. In a legal point of view, this Ordi-
nanee appears open to two objections.
First as I have already indicated, it ma-
terially interferes with, and in some cases
assumes to extinguish obligations which
are imposed upon the Crown by the Im-
perial Act 10 and 11 Vie. ¢. 112, sec. 19;

. those, namely, of performing all subsist-

ing contracts of the New Zealand Com-
pany in regard to any of their lands. It
1s true that all persons who voluntarily
submit themselves to the Colonial Ordi-
nance will have waived their right to a
strict performance of the statutory obliga-
tion, but the Ordinance unot only deals
with the claitus of such persons, but, in
cases where s claim may have been
wrongly admitted by the Crown Com-
missioner and satisfied accordiugly by the
Government, it assumes to exonerate the
Crown from its liability to satisfy the
rightful claimant, who may never have
referred his claim under the local Ordi-
nance, and who consequently remains in
possession of his strict legal rights.

7. Next, the Ordinance restores the
upset price of £1 an aere throughout the
islands, in direct contravention of the
rights of the Canterbury Association, as
secured by the Act of Parliament—of
the Contracts of the New Zealand Com-
pany (which have now devolved upon the
Crown) with the Otago Association,and of
the provisions of the 14th and 15th Vie-
toria, ¢. 86, see. 1, which enacted, that so
long as the Cook’s Straits settlements

‘(in which, for the present purpose, I in-

clude New Plymouth) exist, land should
not be sold in them below its then price.

8. On these grounds, as I have already
said, Her Majesty caunot be advised to
coufirm this law. But it will be allowed
to remain in force ; and I wish to point
out to you the effect which the recent
legislation in this country will have in
enabling you to give practical eflect to
its most important provisions, comprizing
some of those which, when originally
enacted, were contrary to the Imperial



law, and could not be rendercd effective
by any exercise of the prerogative.

9. By the Act 14th and 15th Victoria,
c. 86, see. 10, taken in conmnexion with
the previous Aeét 9th and 10th Victoria,
¢, 382, sec. 51, the award of an officer to
be nominated by you will have the ex-
onerating effect which the Colonial Or-
didance assumes to give to} the decision
of a Government Commissioner, subject
only to this limitation, that as the Ln-
glish Acts of Parliament only contem-
plate the issue of grants of land, the ex-
onerating effect will not extend to cases
in which the alleged liabilities of the
Crown have been satisfied in serip. If,
therefore, an award wrongly made in
favour of a person who shall prove not
entitled has been so satisfied, the Crown
will remain liable to discharge its obliga-
tion a second time when the rightful
owner appears. Some mode may occur
to you of obviating this possibility ; but
even should this not be the case, I do
not think the mere chance of such an in-
convenienee mneed interfere with your
operations in settling the claims of the
Company'’s settlers. I need scarcely ob-
serve, however, that it furnishes an addi-
tional reason for caution in examining
them. ’

10. T have next to point out, that under
the first section of the same Act and the
instructions conveyed in LordGrey’s des-
patech of August 8th, 1851, you are not
only empowered (subjeét to the above
condition as to price) to make regula-
tions for the disposal of Crown Lands
within the Cook’s Straits settlements, but,
without any such restriction, to make re-
gulations “for the closing and determi-
nation of the affairs of the said settle-
ments.” If you think it advisable, (in
concurrence with the general feeling of
the settlers) to exercise this power, I
apprehend that the regulations respecting
the price of land contained in the New
Zealand Company's terms of purchase
would fall of themselves, and the instruc-
tious as to the sale of land, whieh are in
force in the rest of the colony, would at

“once take effect within the settlements.
Fuzther, the 72nd section of the new
Constitutional Aect invests the General
Assembly with a power wholly unrestrict-
ed (except as regards Canterbury and
Otago) of « regulating the sale, letting,
disposing and occupation of the Waste
lands of the Crown in New Zealand.”
And the proviso contained in the same
section, taken conjointly with the 79th
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section, declares that, until otherwise
enacted by the General Assembly, the
same powers shall be exercised by the.
Crown, or the Governor if duly authorised
by the Crown. It followsthat under the
authority conveyed to you in my des-
patch of the 16th instant, enclosing the
Constitutional Act, you will be at liberty
to make such regulations generally
throughout New Zealand for the disposal
of land during the short interval which
may elapse, until the Assembling of the
New Legislature, as you may think advi-
sable, nor can I forsee any legal difficulty
in regard to the mode of dealing with
Crown Lands, which these very large
powers will not enable you to overcome.

L1, The quasi-judicial machinery esta-
blished by the Colonial Ordinance will, I
hope, suffice to deal satisfactorily with most
of the compensation claims which may
call for revision. With regard to these.I
think that although cases of gross fraud or
exorbitancy,should be severelyscrutinised,
yet the mass of the claims should be dealt
with in such a liberal spirit as may secure
a general submissjon to the provisions of
the ordinance. And I take this oppor-
tunity of observing. that 1 do not consider
that the merits of any particular case,
involving as they all do mixed considera-
tions of justice and policy, can be properly
dealt with in this country. I cannot, of
course, prevent, or prohibit direct appeals
from any decisions at which the autho-
rities appointed by you may arrive, to the
Secretary of State, if the parties choose
to make them; but it is my earnest wish,
if possible, to leave the adjustment of
each separate case entirely to those
authorities.

12. With regard, therefore, to compen-

“sations in Wellington and New Plymouth

(if there are such) I apprehend that you
will have no difficulty. With regard to
Nelson the case is different. Lord Grey
transmitted to you by his despatch of
January 10th last; eopy of & report
from the Land and Emigration Com-
missioners, dated December 10th, 1851,
from which you will have perceived that
thelaw advisers of the Crown had reported
that the resolutions adopted at Nelson;
on July 1st, 1847, were binding on the
Company, and consequently, on the
Crown. Her Majesty’'s Government
have, therefore, no alternative, but to
regard them as still in force, and to con-
sider the proprietors of land at Nelson
who may be within the terms of those
resolutions as entitled to demand com-



pensation in the particular manner which
they authorize. No Provineial Ordinance
can absolve the local, or Her Majesty’s
Government, from the necessity of ful-
filling Aect of Parliament obligations.

3. But, on the cther hand, if any
Nelson proprietors, who mhay be within
the terms of those resolutions, have al-
ready accepted the compensation pro-
vided by your Ordinance, you may safely
regard them as having waived “that to

which they were entitled under the reso-

lutions, and accepted the other in lieu
of it: and their cases are concluded.

14. If, on the other hand, there are
still outstanding Nelson Claimants, it will
be necessary to propose to them, as an
alternative, either the compensation given
by the Ordinance, or that given by the
resolutions.

15. T transmit, for your farther infor-
mation a copy of the opinion of the late
Law Advisers,* now in question, as it
does not appear to have accompanied my
predecessor’s despatch of January 10th,

16, With these observations 1 leave
this matter for the present in the hands
of yourself and the authorities of New
Zealand. I cannot, however, do so with-
out expressing my sense of the care and
industry with which the subject has been
investigated in New Zealand, which I
hope will enable you, with the powers
with which you arenow invested, to makea
rapid progress towards the settlement of
these embarrassing questions, If you
should be enabled to complete it before
the Constitution comes into force, you
will probably spare the future Legisla-
ture much embarrassment, and it will
take the land questions into its own
hands comparatively free from the many
difficulties which have unavoidably beset
them during your administration.

I have the honor to be,
&e., &e., &e,

(Signed) Jomwn S. PARINGTON.
@;overnor Sir George Grey, K.C.B.,
&e., &e., &e.

B e

Copy of the Opinion of the Law Advisers
referred to in the foregoing Despateh,
clause 15.

Temple, 13th November, 1851.
My l.orp,—We were favoured with

 13th November, 1851,

your Lordship’s commands contained in
Mr. Llliott’s letter of the 23rd of Sep-
tember last, in which he stated that he
was directed by your Lordship tu transmit
to us the accompanying case, which had
been drawn up by the Colonial Land
and Emigration Commissioners on points
arising out of certain resolutions passed
by the purchasers of land in the settle-
ment of Nelson in New Zealand, and he
was to request that we would favour your
Lordship with our advice on the several
questions raised therein.

In obedience to your Lordship’s com-
mand, we have considered the several
documents fransmitted to us, and have
the honor to report :

1. That as Colonel Wakefield had re-
ceived plenary authority from the New
Zealand Company to adopt the plan sent
out by them for the adjustment of the
differences between their purchasers and
the Compauy, or to substitute any other,
which after consultation with the settlers
he should deem more advisable, his as-
sent to the scheme embodied in the re-
solutione of the Nelson purchasers, if in
fact given, was binding on the Company,
and that the operation of such assent
was not effected by the circumstances of
the previous reference by the purchasers,
of the matter to the directors at home,
made by them when unaware of the
authority of Colonel Wakefield to settle
with them.

~ It appears to us that the assent of
Colonel Wakefield must be assumed for
the present purpose to have been given,
inasmuch as there is no evidence to con-
tradict the statement of the Nelson pur-
chasers, and the resolutions have for the
most part been acted upon and treated
as binding by all parties concerned.

2. We are of opinion that Colonel
Wakefield having had full authority to
bind the Company, and having done so
by his assent to the resolutions, it was
not competent to the Directors subse-
quently to add the qualification in regard
to the meaning of the word “Arbitration”
in the 2nd clause.

3. We are of opinion that the resolu-
tions in question did form one of those
coatracts in regard to Lands or existing
engagements with reference to the set-
tlement at Nelson which, by the surren-
der of the Company’s Charters, have de-
volved on Her Majesty’s Govérnment.
It appears that the word existing must
be taken as referring to engagements
existing at the time of the surrender of



the Charter, not of the passing of the Act
10 & 11 Victoria, cap. 112.
We have, &c., &c.,

(Signed) A. G. CockBURN,
W. T. Woon.
The Right Honorable Earl Grey,
&e., &e., &e.

The Attorney-General gave - notice
that at the next meeting of Council,
he would move. the second reading of
« Canterbury Deeds Registration Bill.”

* The Colonial Secretary gave notice
that at the next meeting; of Couneil,

he would move the second reading of
“ Appropriation Bill.”

His Excellency then adjourned the
Council at 4 o'clock P.m. ., to Monday
next, December the 27th, at 3 o’clock.

Monday, December 27th.
PRESENT 1—
His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief,
and the Members as at the last meeting

of Council.
The Council met pursuant to adjoum-

ment.

Toe Réverend the Colonial Lhaplam

read prayers.
The Minutes of the last Meetm" read
and confirmed.

The Attorney-General moved the order

of the day for the second reading of
« Canterbury Deeds Registration Bill.”

Motion seconded by the Colonial-Se-
cretary and agreed to.

Bill read a second time accordmglv,
and committed.

Title, Preamble, and clauses 1 and 2,
read and discussed.

On the motion of the Attorney-Gene-
ral, Committee on this Bill adjourned to
to-morrow, and Council resumed.

On the motion of the Colonial Secre-
tary, < Appropriation Bill " read a second
time and committed.

Title, Preamble, clauses 1 and 2, read,
amended, and agreed to.

Oun the motion of the Colonial Secre-
tary, Council resumed.

His Excellency laid on the table a
‘draft of a «Bill for the Naturalization of
certain persons in the Islands of New
Zealand.”

Also a Copy of a Despatch from the
Right Honorable the Minister of State
for the Colonies, on the subject of Ordi-
nances Nos. 13 & 14, Session XI.

Also, Copy of Correspondence relative
to an advauce of two thousand pounds
made to the Canterbury Association.
~ And Return of the Claims to Land,
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under Contracts of the New Zealand
Company, in the Settlement of Welling-
ton.

The Colonial-Secretary gave notice
that to-morrow, he would move the in-
sertion of a clause in “ Canterbury Deeds
Registration Bill.”

His Ikxcellency then adjourned . the
Couneil at half-past four o’clock, p. m.,
to: Tuesday, the 28th December, at 3
o’'clock.

———

Tuesday, December 28th.
PRESENT :—

His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief,
and the Members as on yesterday.

The Council met pursuant te adjourn-
meunt. »

The Reverend the Colonial Chaplain
read prayers.

The Minutes of the last meeting read
and confirmed.

The Attorney-General moved the -
order of the day for Council in Com-
mittee on « Canterbury Deeds Registra-
tion Bill.” -

Motion agreed to and Bill committed.

The Colonial-Secretary moved, agree-
able to notice, the insertion of an addi-
tional clause, to stand as clause 2; clause
adopted : And Title, Preamble, and re-
maining clauses of this Bill, read, amend-
ed, aud agreed to.

On the motion of the Attorney-Gene-
ral, Council resumed, and the report be-
ing brought up—adopted.

On the motion of the Colonial-Secre- _
tary, Council in Committee on « Appro-
priation Bill.”

The Attorney-General suggested the
adoption of some other arrangement re-
specting the payment of the Judge’s ex-
penses, on Circuit, than the one hitherto
observed :

Debate ensued—when,

Oa the motion of the Colonial-Secre-
tary, Council resumed ; and the Report
being brought up,—adopted.

His Kxcellency laid on the table, the
following drafts of Bills :—

“ A Bill to amend Bank Charters Or-
dinance; Session XI, No. 13.”

Also, « A Bill to provide for the Ad-
mission of DBarristers, Attornies, and
Proctors to practice in the Supreme
Court, other than those admissible under
the Supreme Court Ordinance, Session
11, No. 1.7 .

The Colonial-Secretary gave notlce
that to-morrow, he would move the first
reading of ¢ Naturalization Bill.”

*%
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Also, the third reading of “ Appropria-
tion Ordinance.”
~ The Atterney-General gave notice that
to-morrow, he would move the third read-
ing of Land Registration Amendment
and exteunsion Ordinance.”

Captain Smith gave notice that to-
morrow he would move « for information
on the subject of the Light-house,—as to
what steps had been taken towards its
erection.”

His Excellency then adjourned the
Council at -half-past 4 o’clock, p.m., to
Wednesday, the 29th day of December
at 3 o'clock.

————

Wednesday, December 29th.

PRESENT :—
" His Excellency the Governor-in- Chief,
and the Members as on yesterday.

ment.

The Reverend the Colonial Chaplain
read prayers.

The Minutes of the last Meetmg read

" and confirmed.

The Colonial Secretary moved the
order of the day for the first reading of
“ Naturalization Bill;” scconded by the
Attorney-General and agreed to; Bill
read a first time accordingly.

On the motion of the Colonial-Secre-
tary,secouded by the Attorney-General :—

« Appropriation Ordinance ” read a
third time and passed.

On the motion of the Attorney-Gene-
ral, seconded by Colonel MCleverty :—

« Land Registration Amendment and
Extension Ordinance” read a third time,
-and passed.

" Captain Smith, agreeably to notice,
moved, seconded by Mr. Bell—

«“For information on the subject of
the Light-house.”

His Excellency, in reply, stated that
the information required should be forth-
with supplied.

The Attorney - General gave notice
that to-morrow he would move—

The first reading of « Supreme Court
Practitioners’ Bill.”

The Colonial Secretary gave notice
that to-morrow he would move—

The first reading of “ Bank Charters
Amendment Bill.”

Also—

The second reading of * Naturalization
Bill.”

His Excellency theu adjourned the
Council at a quarter $0 4 o’clock, tp
Thursday the 30th day of December at
3 ¢’clock.

The Council met pusuant to adjourn- ’

Thursday, December 30th.
PRESENT :—

His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief,
and six Members.

The Couacil met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

The Reverend the Colonial Chaplain
read prayers.

The Minutes of the last Meeting read
and confirmed.

The Attorney-General moved the or-
der of the day for the first reading of
“ Supreme Court Practitioners’ Bill:”
motion seconded by the Colonial Secre-
tary, and agreed to; Bill read a first time
accordmgly

On the motion of the Colonial Secre-
tary, seconded by the Attorney-Gene-
ral :—

«Bank Charters Amendment Bill
read a first time.

On the motion of the Colonial Secre-
tary, seconded by the Attorney- Gene- -
ral :—

« Naturalization Bill"” read a second
time, and committed ; when Title, Pream-
ble and clauses 1 and 2, with clause 2 of
No. 9, Session XT, read and agreed to.

Also, Schedule annexed to the Bill,
read and adopted, as part of this Bill.

On the motion of the Colonial Secre-
tary, Council resumed.

His Excellency, in reply to a question
from Captain Smith, relative to the erec-
tion of a wharf, laid on the table a report
on the subject, which, on the motion of
Captain Smith, was ordered to be
printed.

Harbour Oﬁce, Wellington,
R0th December, 1852

Sir,—Referring to your letter of the
21st inst., No. 1223, and its enclosure,
we have the honor to report that we have
carefully sounded, and examined the
Western shore of Wellington Harbour,
the only one suitable for the construction
of Wharfs or Jetties, in consequence of
the prevailing winds.

We find the whole length of that por-
tion called Lambton Harbour, from the
present Custom House to Pipitea Point,
extremely shallow close to the shore,
the nearest approach to deep water being
at Clay Point; but, even there, a depth
of 18 feet at low-water spring tides, is
not obtained at a less distance than 800

* feet from the shore, and immediately

afterit increases to four and five fathoms.

The shore shelves off gradually from
low-water mark to the. abovementioned
depth, with a soft muddy bottom ; this, in
our opinion, is the only portion of the



Harbour suitable for the purposes re-
ferred to in the enclosed letter.

The next available piece is at Kaiwarra,
on either side of the.stream. On the
Wellington side, (in a small natural
basin) a Wharf or Jetty, sixty or seventy
feet long, might be run out to twenty-one
feet at low-water, spring tides; —and a
vessel would lay alongside of it, in four
fathoms water, with a greater depth im-
mediately outside.

On the Hutt side of the stream, the
Wharf or Jetty would bave to, be about
one hundred and twenty feet long, to se-
cure the same advantages; but at both
of these last mentioned places, a vessel
would be much exposed to south and
south-easterly gales, which blow with
considcrable violence during the winter
months. ~

We have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient,
Huamble Servants,

SteraEx CARKEEK
’
Collector.

14
CHARLES SHARP,
*Harbour-Master.

The Honorable the Colonial Secretary,
&e. &e. §e.

'The Attorney-General gave notice that
to-morrow, he would move the second
reading of “ Supreme Court Practi-
tioners’ Bill.”

The Colonial Secrctary gave mnotice
that to-morrow, he would move the se-
cond reading of “Bank Charters Amend-
ment Bill.”

His Excellency then adjourned the
Counell at a quarter to four o’clock, p.u.,
to Friday the 31st day of December at 3
o’clock. :

‘Friday, December 31st.
PRESENT :

His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief,
and the Mewmbers as on the first day of
Meeting.

The Council met pursaant to adjourn-
ment.

The Reverend the Colonial Chaplain
read prayers.

The Minutes of the last Meeting read
and confirmed.

The Attorney General moved the order
of the day for the second reading of
« Supreme Court Praetitioners’ Bill.”
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Motion seconded by Col. M<Cleverty
and adopted. , )

Bill read a second time accordingly,
and committed. ‘

Title, Preamble, Clauses 1 and 2, read
amended, and agreed to.

On the motion of the Attorney-Gene-
ral, Council resumed; and the report
being brought up —adopted.

On the motion of the Colonial Secre-
tary, seconded by the Attorney-Gene-
ral’;—< Bank Charters Amendment Bill,”
read a second time and committed.

Tile, Preamble, and Clauses 1 and 2
read, amended, and agreed to. .

On the Motion of the Colonial Secre-
tary, Couucil resumed.

Report brought uo and adopted.

On the motion of the Colonial Secre-
tary, Council in Committee on “ Natura-
lization Bill.” -

No alteration being proposed, Council
resumed, and the Report being brought
up—adopted.

The Atiorney-General gave notice that
at the next Meeting of Council, he would
move the thitd reading of “Supreme
Court Practitioners’ Ordinance.”

The Colonial Secretary gave notice
that at the next  meeting of Couneil, he
would move the third reading of  Bank
Charters Amendment Ordinance.”

Also, the third reading of « Naturaliza-
tion Ordinance.” '

His Escellency then adjourned the
Council at 4 o’clock, p.m., to Monday
next, the 3rd day of January, 1853, at
3 o’clock.

1853,
Monday, January 3rd.

"PRESENT,

His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief,
and the Members as on Friday last.

The Council met pursuant to adjourn-
ment.

The Reverend the Colonial Chaplain
read prayers.

The minutes of the last Meeting read
and confirmed.

The Colonial Secretary moved the or-
der of the day for the third reading of
«Bank Charters Amendment Ordi-
nance.”

Motion seconded by the Attorney-
Gereral and agreed to. .

Ordinance read a third time according-
ly and passed.

On the wotion of the Colonial Secre-

tary, seconded by the Attorndy - Gene-

ral :—

AT
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“ Naturalization Ordinauce,” rvead a
third time, and passed.

His Excellency, agreeably to his reply
to' the motion of Capt. Smith, for infor-
mation on the suhjeet of the Light house,
laid on the table papers relating thereto.

Also, the following reports of the In-

. spectors of certain Industrial Schools,

which, on the motion of the Tientenant-
Governor, seconded by Col. M<Cleverty,
were ordered to be printed.

WELLINGTON.

Wellington, December 7th, 1852.

To His ExcrrLrEvey THE GOVERNOR-
IN-CHIEF.

Str,—We, the undersigned, have the
honor to report to your ¥ixcellency, that,
according to your desire, we have visited
and carefully inspected St. Joseph’s Pro-
vidence, erected by order of your Excel-
lency for the education and industrial
training of girls of the native and half-
caste race, and granted to his Lordship
the Right Rev. Dr. Viard, Catholic Bi-
shop, and his successors.

The site, consisting of one acre, is
most desirably chosen, and although in

. the centre of the town, it may be said to

enjoy the comfort and advantages of a
pleasant and picturesque country.

The house, which is built (on a brick
foundation) of red pine timber, well
painted on the outside, and lined
throughout inside with wrought white
pine boards, faces the east, and counsists
of a centre part about forty feet long and
twerity feet wide, with one wing on the
north side, twenty feet in width, and pro-
jecting fifteen feet from the main build-
ing, which makes the totallength ofthe pre-
sent building about 60 feet. But when the
design is completed, by the addition of a
wing on the south side, the total length
will be increased to about eighty feet.
And this addition, which is greatly to be
desired, can, we perceive from the plan, be
made without interfering in any way with
the pupils at present in the Institution,
the number of which, on its completion,
can be doubled or increased from sixteen
to thirty-two. - The rooms on the ground
floor are about ten feet in height, and the
sleeping rooms about eight and a half
feet high.

The ground floor consists of an en-
trance hall, school room, a recreation
room, a refectory, kitchen and store
room. '

The upper floor contains the chapel in

)
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the wing, and the dormitory extending
the whole length of the building and di-
vided into eighteen well-lighted and ven-
tilated bed rooms, now accommodating
sixteen pupils aud two school-mistresses.
{t- was pointed out to us that, by the
addition of the other wing, the dormitory
could be made capable of holding the
further -number of sixteen girls and one
schoolmistress; and asthe chapel, school-
room, recreation room,. refectory, and
kitchen, are capable of accommodating 40
pupils, the working value of the Institution
would be thus doubled at a comparatively
small cost. It is proposed to divide the
ground floor of this wing into infirmary
and laundry, both of paramount import-
ance to the Institution.

The out houses consist of a bath room,
a washing and drying room, sheds for
firewood, a place to hang up clothes,
together with a good well and pumps, all
in perfect order.

. There is also a kitchen and flower
garden in front of the house, with a grass
plot and well gravelled space. for playing.
These are all well, laid out and arranged,
and present a pleasing appearance in
front of the building.

The whole of this part of the acre is
enclosed by a strong and substantial
boarded fence, which, joining at right
angles with the building, forms a perfect
square of about two-fifths of an acre.

The remaining portion of the acre will
be very soon enclosed by a live fence,
and laid out as a kitchen garden and
orchard.

We have to express our gratification
with the interior arrangement of St.
Joseph’s Providence, and the perfect
order and excellent management with
which everything is apparently conducted,
and which we understand has afforded
much satisfaction to numerous visitors.

The time of the girls is divided be-
tween exercises of piety, study, manual
work of a nature to make them useful.
servants, and necessary recreation.

It is only two months since the Insti-
tution has been opened, and already the
girls, by their modest and good behaviour,
form a striking contrast with their old
companions, and convey the idea of being
children of a much superior class. We
must here also beg to record our opinion
of the great merit which is due to the
lady who presides over the establish-
ment.

We believe the operation of St.
Joseph’s Providence cannot fail to make
a deep and lasting impression on the



native mind, and must be prodactive of
the happiest results.

We cannot conclude without allowing
ourselves to express that the erection of
this most useful institution reflects great
credit on your Excellency, and on the
Catholic prelate- who has so efficiently
adopted and carried out your plans.

Adjoining this establishment are a
boys’ school and a girls’ school, under
the management of the Catholic mission ;
but as they are in no way assisted by
public funds, it forms no part of our duty
to report upon them further than that
they appear to be very efficiently wma-
naged, and with the church, convent, and
Bishop's residence, are an ornament to
" the town, and form one of the most
perfect establishments in the colony.

We have the honor to be,
Your Excellency’smost obedient servants,

Caas. CLirrorp, J.P.,
Joun Jonxstown, J.P.,

Inspectors of Catholic Schools for the
district of Wellington.

NELsOX.

Superintendent’s Office,
Nelson, October 9th, 1852.

S1r,—I do myself the honor to trans-
mit for the information of his Excellency
the Governor-in-Chief, the Report on the
School at Motueka, which His Excellency
called for when he was at Nelson.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,

Your most obedient Servant,

M. RicumonD,
Superintendent.
The Honourable
The Colonial Secretary,
&e.,, &e., &ec.,
Wellington.

MOTUEKA SCHOOLS.

(CHURCH OF ENGLAND.)
Day School.

Fnglish Boys ... 14 Maori Boys ... 6
English Girls ~.. 18 Maori Girls ... 12
Night School for Adults,

Males ......... 2 Maori ......... 30

Total English ... 34 Total Maori... Z;
Fuxps.—The day School is supported
by payments from the children of 3d. per

week ; which, in the case of the Maories,
have been commuted by the Board of
Native Trustees for a sum of £15 per
annum to the Master.

A mistress gives instruction for two
hours daily, besides lessons in domestio
management, and is paid £12 10s. per
sunum by the Board of Native Trustees.

The night school is supported by pay-
ments of 6d. per week from the English
scholars, and 3d. only from the Maories,
in consideration of the payment above-
mentioned of £15 per annum from the
Board.

A Maori assistant in the adult school
is paid £12 10s. per annum also by the
Board of Native Trustees.

SALARIES.

£ s d.
The Master, from Nelson Arch-

deaconry Fund ......... cevas 20 0
Ditto from Board of Native

Trustees «.voveevecrrarnnenens we 16 0
Ditto, Childrens’ Pence,

© ADOUL sevrernrrirrenrenrsnianies 20 0

0
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The Mistress, from. Board. of .
Native Trustees ...veeeeres {210 0

The Maori Assistant, from
Ditto covvreeniiiriiarnoscninaee 12 10 0
0

£80 0

Remarks.—There are many circom-
stances connected with this school high-
ly interesting, end deserving of notice.

"The School-room, a well-constructed

building, 24 feet by 16 feet. was erected
about fifteen months ago by voluntary
contributions of the settlers, assisted
from- the Nelson Archdeaconry Fund.
Shortly after it was opened, three native
girls were admitted, and care being taken
that they were always sent clean and de-
cently clothed, no objection was made by
the parents of the other children to their
admission. The number of native chil-
dren has since been gradually increased
under the carefnl superintendence of the
Rev. T. L. Tudor, until they now amount
to 18; and it is very pleasing to witness
the good effects of this association in
their modest and quiet behaviour, their
rapid progress in acquiring the English
language, and in the thoroughly good
understanding which exists between them
and the Knglish children, which is parti-
calarly striking during their play hours.
We are assured by the Rev. Mr. Tudor
that the results of this experiment have

—
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~was also very satisfactory.

w0 :completely answered his expectations
that ‘e should feel no hesitation or diffi-
culty in, at once, more than doubling the
number of Maori scholars, if the school
accommodation and the funds for provi-
ding additional assistance admitted of
hisdeing so. In order to provide such
imereased accommodation, the Board of
Maori Trustees has voted a sum of £60
towards a new school-rcom, which is to
be commenced immediately, (in addition
to the anunual grant of £40). This will
afford the means of dividing the children.
into two schools, a measure which is fre-
quently . desirable. In order, bowever,
to obtain the full benefit of this arrange-
ment, it would be necessary to secure the
entire and permanent services of the
school mistress by an adequate salary;
and it would be further very advantageous,
especially with reference to the instrue-
tion of the female children in many
branches of domestic economy, such as
washing, honse cleaning, cooking, &c.,
that, if possible, a suitable residence
should be provided for her use. But
whatever may be found practicable in this
respect, we would strongly recommend
that the peculiar character of the school,
that is, the free intercourse between the
children of both races, and their instrue-
tion in common, should be carefully pre-
served; so far as we can learn, this
school is the only one where such a sys-
tem exists, and its good eftects during
the short time it has been in operation,
justify us not only in recommending its
continuance, but in looking forward with
much hope and interest to its further de-
velopment.

The improvement in the female seho-
lars during the short time the school
mistress has been engaged, speaks well
for her attention and care; and the ge-
neral discipline of tha schools,conducted
by Mr. Suteliffe, is very creditable to. his
management ; the more so, as his remu-
neration, looking at the high rate of la-
bour, and the double duties in the night
and day schools which he has to per-

form, gives a very inadequate return for
‘his exertions.

Our examination of the adult school
The progress
of the Natives in learning the English
language is necessarily slow, from its
complex structure, and the many new
sounds to be acquited; but their good-
humoured patience and steady persever-

-ance are very remarkable, as well as their
.docility ; grown up men not only readily
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but eagerly availing themselves of the
help of mere children for the purpose of
instruction. But if they cannot compete
with the younger brauches of their fami-
lies in acquiring a new and difficult
tongue, their native intelligence is strik-
ingly shown in all that relates to the
science of numbers. Almost all are well
acquainted with the four first simple
rules of arithmetic; many are able to ap-
ply them to all kinds of money transac-
tions; and we found some of them busily
engaged in calculating the value of.
money for terms of years at varying rates
of interest. They write fairly, and have
begun to receive instraction in geo-
graphy.

There is no indastrial establishment
connected with this school, although we
think it might be added with advantage,
and there are already some facilities for
its introduction. We believe that the
materials exist for such an establishment
on & considerable seale, especially if we
take into account the districts connected
with Motueka, where a disposition has
already shewn itself to profit by the
advantages now held out to them. We
are assured of the readiness of the Rev.-
T. L. Tudor to euter upon this new field
of duty by taking the active superinten-
dence of any such institution, and we
have also to acknowledge his friendly
co-operation and assistance in preparing
the present report.

W have the honor to be
Your Excellency’s very obedt. seivants,

M. RicHMOXD,
Superintendent.

J. D. GREENWOOD.
SAMUEL STEPHENS.

To his Excelleﬁcy
Sir Georce Grey, K.C.B,,
Governor-in-Chief, &e., &e., &c.

Negw .PrymouTH.

New Plymouth,
30th August, 1852.

Srr,—I have the honor to request you
to lay before His Excsllency the Gover-
nor in-Chief the accompanying Report
of the Inspectors of Public Schools re-
ceived two days ago. . The Plans referred
to in the above Report are enclosed in a



tin case, and sent by the Gwalior, ad-
dressed to you.

I have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
Jostam FricgHT,
Resident Magistrate.

Alfred Domett, Esqg., )
Civil Secretary, &ec., &c.,
Wellington.

Pusric Scuoor REeporr.

New Plymouth, 2nd August, 1852.

1. Having been appoinied by His Ex-
cellency the Governor-in-Chief to the
office of inspecting the Public Schools of

" this district, we have the honor to state
now, and in conformity thereto, that we
visited, on the 13th of the past mouth,
the only establishment falling under the
denomination which is, as yet, within the
bounds of Taranaki. This is known by
the name of the “ Grey Institution,” and
is, as it has been from the date of 1ts
foundation, under the immediate direc-
tion apd superintendence of the Rev.
Henry Hanson Turton, who, for several
years past has been the Wesleyan Mis-
sionary Minister of the district.

2. The site of this establishment is
distant somewhat more than a mile to
the South-west of this town; and has
been selected very judiciously, whether
as for its appointed purpose, an industrial
school, or as regards the maintenance or
“the improvement of health among its oc-
cupants, as it stands on the crown of an
eminence which is dry under foot, and
fully exposed to uninterrupted perflation
from whatever quarter the wind may
happen to blow; and, in so far, it com-
bines convenience that it overlooks on
all sides the land which forms the scene
of the school’s agricultural operations.

3. The style of the building is some-
what in imitation of simple, or plain
gothic architecture; and the ground
plan, including that of body and wings,
axhibits the erucial form, which, however,
is not followed out in the superstructure.
Excepting the chimnies, which are built
of briek and stone material, the building
is entirely constructed of Rimu or Red
Pine—a very durable, and probably the
best timber our forests afford for archi-
tectural purposes, as from the resinous,
or preservative principle it contains, it is
found to be much less affected by
time, and exposure to the vicissitudes of
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weather, than any other of the native
woods which our.artizans have yet sub-
jectted to such experiment. The build-
ing rests.on piles of Puariri wood, and so
that the lower floor is elevated about
eighteen inches above the level of the
ground, thus permitting free ventilation.

4. The fagade of the building presents
to the town, and is an obvious and pleas-
ingly pietaresque objeet = therefrom ;

while, to vessels approaching the anchor-

age of our bay, it proves no less a very
useful and conspicuous landmark.

5. One of the four sketches which ac-
company this Report {No. 1) shows the
accommodations which the ground floor
of the building affords. As is pourtrayed
in the side-view sketch (No. 3), no other
part thereof has an attic story, excepting
that which includes the school-room, the
matron’s apartment, the staircase and
the lobby, and that is appropriated as the
principal dormitory, exhibited in sketch
(No. 4.) This apartment about thirty-
eight feet in length, and from eighteen
to twenty in breadth, canuot conveniently

* admit more than twenty beds; so that,

as there is no other part of the establish-
ment. eligible. s .3 .sleeping. apartment,
excepting that formed by the left wing,
whose dimensions are twenty feet by
twelve only, and this breadth being in-
adequate for a double bank of beds, hence
insufficient, without unseemly crowding,
to hold more than five, it becomes some-
what imperative — if the school be to
maintain from thirty to fifty pupils that
an excess of dormitory space be appended
thereto. Moreover as dining-hall space
is about as much a desideratum as that
now mentioned, the room so appropriated
beihg inadequate to the convenient ac-
commedation of even the existing num-
ber of pupils at meals, we would invite
attention to the extending of this also.
And as the same portion of the building
has reference to the now.suggested en-
enlargement of "both these apartments,
the execution would not be greatly more
expensive than if restricted to the altera-
tion of only one. Indeed,it is our opinion
that these ireprovements might be con-

+ jointly accomplished at no great cost, and

not dirturb, but] give rather a greater ex-
ternal unity of character to the body of
the building, while it would add to the
interior a clear attic space thirty-two feet

long, or accommodation for sixteen more °

beds to the establishment, and allow a
like space below, within the walls of
which, when required, the maximum
number of pupils could dine at one table

N



together. Were this suggestion adopted,
of course a new kitehen would have to be
attached to the rear of the building, and
the present chimney wounld have both to
be removed and rebuilt; but as the
same materials for this would serve for
the purpose, this part of the alteration
would not incur mueh expense.

6. We have particularly to recom-
mend that the eaves of the building be
fitted with water - channels, and that

casks of adequate number and size be -

adapted to the spouts thereof. As these
will {not only tend, when wet weather
prevails, to keep the immediate environs
of the building in a comparatively com-
fortable state, but will afford generally 2

convenient supply of soft water for do- -

mesti¢. purposes, and likewise prove of
ready access when fire or other exigency
may so demand. ‘

7. The number of scholars has varied
very considerably in the interval of the
séhool’s commencement in 1846, and the
present time. At about the former date,
twenty-five Maori ehildren were educated
as day-scholars, and about the same
number of Maori adults as evening pupils.
From August, 1848, to March, 1852, the
uunmbers averaged from eight to twenty-
nipe; iucluding four European boys, dur-
ing the last eighteen months. The num-
ber of scholars on the commons of the
institution at the recent period of, our
visit was, Maori, twenty-eight; half-caste,
one; Kuropean, three; or thirty-two in
aggregate, and whose ages varied from
seven years to seventeen.

8. When the school was first estab-
lished there were no funds to provide for
its support, hence originated the idea of
farming a portion of the land appertain-
ing to the Mission for the purpose. As
the School went on, its utility became
more and more manifest, and as, with
that, ecultivation bhecame more ex-
tended, the farther thought occured to
_ Mr. Turton of erecting permanent school-

buildings, and receiving therein scholars
enly as boarders. This was reslized in
1848.  The cost of the bhuilding was
conjointly defrayed by the Colonial Go-
vernment and the Wesleyan Missionary
Society. The boarding and clothing of
the scholars, together with the concur-
rent expenses of the institution, have
been about equally provided by the above
two public bodies for one year, and by
the Mission alone for the remaining time.
The farm of one hundred acres belonging
thereto, has been chiefly cultivated in the
first instance, i.e., in the breaking-up
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stage. by European labour at the “ex-
pense of Mr. Turton, he having stocked
it also with sheep and cattle, and ob-
tained from England, at considerable
cost, several of the most improved im-
plements of modern agriculture; thus
laying a most promising basis for the

" successful progress and futare indepen-

dence of the institution, but unavoidably
leaving, for the time being, a heavy debt
on the estate.

9. The stipends of the Superintendent,
the Teacher, and his wife, are paid b
the Missionaty Society, and those of the
Farm Overseer and Matron by the Colo-
nial Government.

10. The yearly cost incurred for the
education and maintenance of each pupil

" has been found so difficult to arrive at,

that only a probable approximate to a
correct estimate can be calculated. We
have examined attentively, and con-
sidered earefully, Mr. Turton’s calculation
and estimate, which is as follows, and we
regard it as about as near an approach
to what is likely to be the fact, as can at
present be arrived at :—

£ s d.

Clothing, Boarding and Educating 50
Pupils at £7 10s. each per annum 375 0 O
EXIras cceavaesvrnsone wevensan wes B9 0 O
Farm Overseer’s Salary......... ees 852 00
Heusekeeper, or Matron. ....... eee 35 0 0
Total.....ooiuueen £512 0 0

which sum he proposes should be paid
over to him by the Colonial Government.
Of course the expenditure of this amount
will depend entirely on the number of
scholars— fifty being the maximum. But
it may be anticipated that the amount of
pupils will fluctuate, say between thirty
and fifty; or, again, some may enter at
the half or quarter year, or at still more
broken periods ; while, cn the other hand,
some, through caprice or other unavoida-
ble contingency, may not continue as
alumni beyond a few months. By such
an annual grant as we have stated, Mr.
Tarton presumes that in four or five

_ years the debt now on the estate would

be paid off, and the income then derived

from it would be found probably more

than sufficient to maintain the Institation.

The details of Mr. Turton’s plan are as

follows :—

1. That thirty acres of land be set apart
for arable purposes, the profits of
which are to be appropriated to the
maintenance of the scholars, a separate
account thereof to be kept.

2. That when such profit is less than
£100, or at the rate of £2 each, the
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deficiency is to be supplied by Mr.
Tuarten, and charged to the debit of
the general agricultural fund. Bat if
it should exceed that snm, or according
‘to that rate, that the surplus should be
handed over to the credit of the said
fond.

Nore—The effect of this arrangement
would be to prevent any personal gain,
or loss, in case the produce of the farm
should be more or less than estimated.
No money would pass, there being simply
a transfer in the accounts : in other words,
it would ouly take a rather longer or
shorter time in which to extinguish the
present debt on the property.

3. That all extras and salaries allowed be
paid by the Sub-Treasurer in equal

uarterly instalments.

4. That the allowance due on behalf of
the pupils be also paid quarterly at the
rate of £7 10s. each, per annum ; and
that previous to each quarter day the
exact number of pupils during the past

' quarter be ascertained by the Inspee-
tors from the regular books of the
school, and certified to the Sub-Trea-
syrer. ‘

5. That in case of boys running away
from thée Iustitution with their clothes,

and which it is impossible to recover .

again, that the Inspectors have per-
mission to allow for the same in their

" eertificates.

6. That the above allowance may be
mede irrespective of any holidays
which may be required for the encour-
agement of the boys, and the satisfac-
tion of the parents; since what might
be saved in food would be lost in

" clothing and other expenses.

7. That the speecial farm account referred

to be audited by the Inspectors, who

should see that a proper balance be.

- gtruck, and carried over to the general
agricultural account at the end of the
year. ‘

8. That a certain sum be allowed for
exiras.

11. The school is conducted as. closely
as possible on the Glasgow system of
education, and the hours for teaching are
from eight to eleven o’clock in the morn-
ing, and from threetill six in the afternoon
of the week days.  'The schoolmaster Mr.

. Thomas Skinner, kas every requisite
qualification for his arduous office, and is
devoted to, and indefatigable in his en-

deavours to improve the minds of his

pupils.
12. On week days the boys are en-

gaged during tue intervals of school
hours, viz., from eleven till half-past
twelve, and from half past one till three,
in giving -assistance at every operation
of the farm, excepiing only that-of sow.
ing grain, which, as yet, it has not been
thought prudent to entrust to them.
These labours, in conductihg which some
few of the pupils have become quite as
efficient as the generality of European

" lads of their own age, consist of plough-

ing, grubbing, harrowing and rolling the
ground with teams both of oxen and
horses ; in planting, ploughing in and
taking up potatoes ; in mowing, harvest-
ing and stacking the cereal crops ; thrash-
ing and winnowing grain; .in carting
firewood and other requisite farm timber
from the forest; in prepuring and erect-
ing post and rail fencing ; in carting out
and spreading manure ; in milking cows,
feeding horses and cattle, and in short,
partaking in the performance of all the
ordinary work of a farm. As connected
with this head of our Report, we have to
remark that a piece of ground has been
alloted for horticultnral purposes, and
that it is Mr. Turton’s intention to com-
mence shortly to have the boys instructed
in this‘important branch of culture also.
13. Of the number of lads who had
left the institution previous to March last,
nearly all could read their own language
well, and some could read- the English
Primer and New Testament with ease,
though not quite perfectly. They were
apt at spelling and translating exercises.
In arithmetic, two of the number pro-

ceeded as far as interest, going twice

through the whole of the single and com-
pound rules, rule of three, practice, Bar-
ter, &c. Others, however, could only
pass compound division, and there were a
few who never got-over, or could retain
in memory the multiplication table. In
writing, their progress was about on a
par with that ordinarily to be observed
among English lads of like age; but in
geography, from the circumstance of the
Institution being unprovided with maps

- till the latter period of their attendance,

they were necessarily deficent. Moral
and religious instruction were, of course,
sedulously attended to throughout the
curriculumn. The boys who are now in
the Institution have made, we consider,
very remarkable progress in reading,
writirg, arithmetic, geography and in the
knowledge of the KEnglish language.
Considering how short the time was, at
the date of our visitation, that the boys
had been under tvition, their acquire-

i
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~qheuts far surpassed our anticipations,
“though from previous hearsay we had

been led to expect that we should wit-
mess a gratifving degree of progress.

14. Bat the suholastlc is not the only
department of the establishment deserv-
ing of notice and encomium. The die-
tetie, -and other domestic arrangements
nuder the care of the Matron are éxcel-
lent; and the farm operations are man-
aged judiciously by the overseer.

15. Finally, it is with much pleasure
that ‘we observe from the tenor of the
scholars’ behavour is reported to us as
docile, teachable, and generally obedient.
It would seem therefore, that the only
further requiréments are, first, a con-
tinuance of the system now under
operation ; secoundly, that the Govern-
ment bestow the continuance of its
patronage and pecuniary assistance ;

-and, thirdly, that Missionary gentle-

men; and others, whose residences are
among the natives -on the coast, or
in the country, use a willing influence in
endeavouring . to uproot any existing
prejudices, and ia  persuading them
to send their boys to, and to allow
them to remain at, the school. For it
must be obvious to every one who has

-given any consideration to the subject,

‘that all such establistiments as the Grey
Institution, must under Divine Provi-
dence, prove a powerful means of civili-
zation ; and tend efficiently to make good
British subjects of those so educated, as
likewise to extend:a similar beueficial
bearing over those with whom they asso-
ciate, when they return to their homes.
Josian Fricur,
P. Wrirson,
Inspectors of Public Schools.
His Excellency then adjourned the
©Council at a guarter to four o’clock, p.m.,
to Tuesday, the 4th day of January, at
3 o'clock.

Tuesday, January 4tk,
PreseNT i —

His Excellency the Governor-in-Chief,
and the Mewbers as on yesterday; with
the exception of bis Excellency the Lieu-
tenant-Governor.

The Council met pusuant to adjourn-
ment.

The Reverend the Colonial Chaplain
read prayers.

The Minutes of the last Meeting read
and confirmed.

The Attorney-General moved the order
of the day for the third reading of « Su-
preme Court Practitioners’ Ordinance.”

Motion seconded by Col. M‘Cleverty

*and agreed to.

Ordinance read a third tlme accordmg—
ly, and passed.

His Excellency laid on the table the
following correspondence relating to land,
fulmmg a part of the town site of Akaroa,
and selected by persous in pursuance of
land orders, held by them, from the Can-
terbury Association.

(U N —

CorrESPONDENCE relative to land form-
ing part of the town site of Akaroa, and
selected by persons in pursuance of land
orders from the Canterbury Association.

Wellington, November 18th 1852.
His Excellency
S1r Georce Grey, K.C.B. )
Governor-in-Chief, &c , &c., &e..
I am compelled to entreat your Excel-
lency’s considération -to the difficult and
distressing circumstances of the: followmg

case :—

T purchased, in England a land-order
for 50" acres of land from the Canterbury
Association, and'came, with a numerous
family, as well as farm servants, ‘to New
Zealand, in September, 1851. In pur-
sugtice of my laud-order, I selected my
50 acres immediately adjoining the town
of Akaroa, and behind a section which
had been bought by Mr. Robinson, as

‘rural land, in a place which had been

squatted on for many years by parties who
did not profess to have any legal title,
and to which no person in Akaroa knew
that any claim existed.

The land was conveyed to me by the
Association, their Agent personally, as
well as by a clause in the deed, disclaim-
ing all guarantee for the title of the land;

“however, as after every possible enquiry

(and having remunerated the squatters,)
hearing of no claim to it, I accepted the
conveyance in satisfaction of my land-
order, and set to work upon the land,

In the year which has elapsed, I have
spent nearly £1000 upon it, as can be
testified to your Excellency (if necessary)
by any person resident at Akaroa; in-
deed, your Excellency has personallv
seen a great porllun of my works in pro-
gress.

My house, a large and expensive one,
is more -than half finished, and the ma-
terials of every kind, for its full comple-
tion, are prepared and on the spot.

The greater part of the money has been
spent in clearing bush land, aud other
permanent improvements. About six



weeks ago, however, I was informed
(though not officially) for the first time
.that a portion ot the land occupied by
me (from 12 to 14 acres), aud upon

. whieh portion almost.the whole of my

. money has been expended, is comprised
in @ block given in exchange by Mr.
. Belligny to the New Zealand Company,
.and reserved by the Canterbury Act to
Her Majesty. .
Upon enquiry, I find there is good
reason for believing that this is the case,
and I am therefore altogether at the
- mercy of the Crown.
- If the Crown insists on its striet rights,
“I'shall be in a measare ruined in conse-
“quence of the Association’s refusal to
guaraniee the title, and forcing the pur-

chaser to select at his own risk. I have’

no remedy against them, and must be
the only suffever. On the other hand, I
.cannot think the Crown has any interest
-in reserving the' land for any other pur-
- pose, than to dispose of it to bond fide
"settlers ; and no one, 1 am sure, could
" have gone to work with more zeal and
_industry than myself as a settler. = Still
less, can I suppose that the Crown wiil
“take advantage of the expenditure which
1 have made in ignorance, or of my de-
- -fenceless position, to ruin-me.. - .~ - .

I have made a Vineyard and Garden ; I'

have imported Seeds, Plants, and Trees,
and have put them in the ground. All
‘my arrangements have heen made in the
“belief, and with the full intention, of end-
‘ing my days on the land in question;
“and if T am driven from it, I do not know
‘whero I shall go to, or what I shall do.

I anxiously and respectfully, therefore, -

“submit my case to your Excellency, fully
“eonvineed that you will, under the pecu-
liar circumstances, make such an arrange-
meut with respect to the land as may

" enable me to enjoy the fruits of my labour
and expenditure. .

I am naturally so anxious about this
matter, and as delay and expense are so
ruinous to my interests, that I have come
‘to Wellington in the hope of receiving
your Excellency's answer with as little
delay as possible.

I am, &e.,

(Signed)  Wiriiam AvLuER.

L Colonial Secretary’s Oﬂ‘icé,
Wellington, 20th November, 1852,

- - S1r,—The Governor-in-Chief having
laid before the Executive Council your
~commuaication of the 18th inst, upon the
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subject of your title to  certain land
situated at.Akaroa, and purchased by
you of the Canterbury Association’s
Agent, a part of which you state you

- have lately ascertained to be Crown pro-
_perty, I .am instructed by his Excellency

to inform you that the Counecil are of
opinion that, under the circumstances of
your case, the value of the land, which
belongs to the Crown, should be assessed
as Towu land (but without any reference
to the improvewents thereon) by persons
appointed by Government, and that upon
the Agent of the Association paying to
the Crown the assessed value of the land
in question, a Crown grant should there-
upon be issued to you, or to him, as may
be desired. .

I am further to acquaint you that in
arriving at this decision, the Council
have been influenced by the cousidera-
tion that the land alluded to forms a
portion of a block, which, from its posi-
tion, was purchased by the New Zealand
Company from M. de Belligny, for the
special purpose of forming a town site,
and that therefore they could not legally

.or equitably recomtend that such valva-

ble public property should be transferred
to the Agent of the Canterbury Associa-

- tion; ~or-—to~~pereons--prrehasing - from

him, without some compensation being
secured for the loss the public would
sustain from such land having been sold
as rural land.

I have, &ec.,

Avrrep DomEeTT,
Colonial Secretary.

The Rev. William Aylmer,
&e. &o. &e.

(Signed)

Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Wellington, 20th November, 1852,
S1r,—The Reverend W. Aylmer hav-
ing applied to Government respecting a
portion of land at Akaroa, comprising
about fourteen scres, which it appears

" has been sold to him by the Canterbury

Association, and which there is reason
to think is the property of the Crown,
the Governor-in-Chief, with the advice of
the Execative Council, directs me to
make the following proposition o you,
with the view of arranging this matter in
such a manner as to ‘secare the ‘public
and private interests concerned from de-
triment. E

It seems that Mr. Aylmer has already

‘expended about a thousand pounds in



mproving the land in question.  But
from information lately received by Go-
vernment, the land appears to be a por-

tion of a block purchased by the New

Ziealand Company, for the speeial pur-
pose of forming an addition to the Town
site of Akaroa. :Government cenld not
then either legally or equitably, give up
such valuable. public property to the
Canterbary Association, without securing
some compensation from the latter, for
the loss the piiblic interests incur from
the sale of town land by it as rural land.
The onlv course open, then, te the
Government i3 to cause the value
of the land to be assessed by per-
sons appointed by itself, without refer-
ence to the improvements thereon ; and
upon payment by yourself, on behalf of
the Association, of the price so ascer-
taived, to issue a Crown Grant for the
same, either to Mr. Aylmer .or to your-
self, as may be desired.

I have the-honor to request that you

will 'be good enough to state, at your .
earlisst convenience, ‘whether this mode

of afrangement meets your approval,
; T'have, &ec.
"Arrrep Domerr,
O Culonial Sesvetary.
‘The Agent of the Canterbury Association.
T &e. &e. &e.

(Signed)

December 16th, 1852,

S1r,—T have received your letter of
the . 20th November, making, on behalf
of the Government, certain proposals to
me with regard to lands stated to have
been improperly conveyed by the Can-
terbury Association to Mr. Aylmer. In
reply, I regret to inform you that it is
impossible for the Association to accept
and act upon the proposals to which I
have referred.

- I have, &e.,
{Signed) Jou~ Rosr. GopLey,
- Agent Cant. Ass,
The Honorakle Colonial Secretar y-
Colonial Secretary's Office,
‘Wellington, 22nd November, 1852.

S1r,—It having been represented to
‘the Governor-in-Chief by persons who
have purchased- land at Akaroa from the
*Canterbury Assogiation, aud by other
purchasers of Town property there, that
great injury is likely to result to them
from the uncertainty presumed to exist
‘with respedt to their title to the lands sold
Ahem in that District, I have the honor,
by direction of His Excellency, to request

" will then be able to

o [

that you will be good enough to state,
for his information, whether it is correct

" that you have sold land at Akaroa which

was not placed at the disppsal of the As-
soclation, to purchasers from that body;
and if so, to what extent sach sdles have
been made, and to what individuals.
. Tam further to request that you will
inform the Government whiat proceedings
you propose to adopt to relieve the per-
sons, who may have suffered from such
unaanthorized sales, in order that Govern-
inent, when made acquainted with these
and the foregoing particnlars, may be
enabled to decide as to the course it
should pursue with regard-to them.
~ The case of Mr. Aylmer has been made
the subject of a separate communication.
I have, &e., S .
(Signed) Arrren DoMEeTT,
Colonial Secretary.
The Agent of the Canterbury Association.

Liyttelton December 17, 1852:
Sir,—1I have to acknowledge the re-
eeipt of your letter of the 22nd Noveriber,
in which you request me to inform, His
Excellency whether T have sold land at
Akaroa which was not placed at the dis-
posal oftirs Canterbury Apsceidtion, and
what proceedings I propose to adopt with
reference to such sales. In reply, I beg
fo state that I muet decline answering
the above questions; but that a list shall
be sent to His xcellency, if he require
it, of all the sections sold by the Asso-
ciation in the neighbourhood of Akaroa,
with plans showing their sitnations with
respeet to the Town. His Excellency
judge for himself,
whether I have sold .land which was not
placed at the disposal of the As@ocia}‘tibn.
I T}'ave, &e.,. o
(Signed) Jomy RoBErT Goprry,
_ Agent Cant. Ass,
The Honorable Colonial Secretary.
On the motion of Mr. Bell, seconded
by the Colonial Secretary, - .
This Correspondence prdergd to be
printed. Lo L -
- The Colonial Seeretary lgid on the
table certain statistical returus, which, on
the motion of Capt. Smitl, seconded
by Mr. Carkeek, ordered to be printed.
- Capt. Smith renewed discussion on the
subjeet of the public wharf; after which
His Excgliency adjourned thg"Couneil
at half past four o'clock, sine dig,
; H. S. Harrison,
Clerk of Council,

Council Chamber,
Jan. 4th, 1853.



SETTLEMENT OF WELLINGTON.

' RETURN of the Cra1us to Laxp under Contracts of theNew Zealand Company in the S}ettlemen’t of Wellington (ineluding
Wanganui) and of the disposal thereof by the Government of Néw Zealand up to the 22nd day of December, 1852,

GRANTS PREPARED IN
Crarus. SATISFACTION OF CLAIMS,
) Number ;
-Total N . , REMARKS.
investigated | Number :
Nun:ber. and disposed | remaining Num-bgr_ Nunib:ar P
lo. of up to to be pre]gan ?‘t in (;.om{) eted .
(!anldms 22nd Dec., |investigated. ratt. or ssue.
| ade 1852. )
Of the remaining 72 Claims yet to be investigated, about
60 have been partly heard, and will be very shortly de- -
: cided.- ‘
i 1 It is estimated that about 1200 Grants will be required in
: | respect of the claims already sent in. The great majo-
728 - 656 72 1015 603 " rity, however, of the claims of absentee proprietors
have yet to be brought before Government, and proba- -
bly the whole number of grants that will have to be pre-
pared for the Wellington settlement will not be mueh -
~ less.than 2500,
Crown Lands’ Office, Wellington, = (Signed) F. D. BELL:
22nd December, 1852, :
Wellington : . Printed at the < Independent” Office.
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